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INTRODUCTION 
We used to study the social aspects of History in response to society, as men, 
women, culture, caste, profession and labour but if we talk about women, we usually 
talk about her social status in society. Historically the labour component in usually 
seems missing with females perspective. Their achievements, failures, interests and 
aspirations have rarely been incorporated in the tradition of history writings. In this 
dissertation we have made an effort to find women in History along with an exercise 
of unmasking the pessimistic statements to describe the situations of females that has 
existed up to present time and their neglected relations as human beings. 
In transitional India, we do not have any source from which we can study 
society in accordance with the labour done by females. Most of the IS'^ 'century 
sources were written on the political history, like Siar-ul-mutkharin written by 
Gholam Husain khan Taba Tabai probably because the polity was in the mainframe of 
transitional India. The Mughals were destroyed and the colonial rule was not 
consolidated. So here we have to depend on the comparative studies of Medieval 
India and the pre-colonial India. For the study of IS"* century we have only based 
source is that of Francis Buchanan, the traveller who came in India in 19"^  century, his 
detailed surveys of districts of lower Gangetic basin, prepared from 1806 to 1812* 
And his set of celebrated Journey from Madras (1800-11).^ And the second most 
important work related to pre-colonial India is that of Montgomery Martin, in which 
1. Francis Buchanan, An account of the District ofPurnea in 1809-10, Patna,1986 (reprint); An 
account of District of Bihar andPatna in 1811-12 (Patna-Gaya report), Patna, 1986 (reprint); 
An account of District of Shahabad (Shahabad report), 1832, An account of District of 
Bhagalpore, 75J7,(Bhagalpur report). 
2. Francis Buchanan, A Journey from Madras through the countries of Mysore, Canara and 
Malabar, 3 Vol., London, 1807. 
he describes various features of Hindustan and its society, among this information we 
get glimpses of the labour done by women in Eastern India. 
If we talk about Medieval India, here we see that the interest of almost all 
conventional historiography being centred on political aspects, power and state and 
women find no space.'* But Medieval India itself had some historians, who 
somewhere seems to talk about women social position, but even their descriptions of 
women confined to the household or domestic sphere, Life and Conditions of People 
of Hindoostan written by K.M. Ashraf, is a classic example, in which we can see that 
the role of women is restricted to the performance of domestic chores only.^ And the 
work which initialises the studies related to women and her position from ancient 
times to the modem days is that of A.S. Altekar with the title Position of Women in 
Hindu Civilization from pre-historic times to present day.^ 
In the field of production too, the role of women was also ignored by economic 
historians. The famous historians named W.H. Moreland was supposed to be the first 
person who prepares the way to study history in economic terms following his 
scientific methods. And the succeeding historians also do not focus on the study of 
contribution of women to economic life and their extent of their involvement in the 
sphere of production. However the economic history reached on great altitude by 
following the scientific methods of Moreland in Medieval India from work written by 
Irfan Habib The agrarian system of Mughal India? 
3. Montgomery Martin, ed., The History of Antiquities, Topography, and statistics of Eastern 
India, 3 Vol. London, 1838. 
4. Ishwari Prasad, History of Medieval India, Allahabad, 1966; R.P. Tripathi, Some aspect of 
Muslim Administration, Allahabad, 1975; Nizami and Habib, ed., Politics and society during 
early Medieval Period, Delhi, 1974; Ben! Prasad, History ofJahangir, Allahabad, 1962. 
5. K.M. Ashraf, Life and Condition of the People of Hindoostan, Delhi,1956. 
6. A.S. Altekar, Position of Women in Hindu Civilization from Pre-historic times to Present day, 
Banaras, 1956. 
7. Irfan Habib, The Agrarian System of Mughal India 1556-1707, New Delhi, 1963 
The history of mercantile activities also revolves round the men. Most of the 
historians without much analysis of historical facts, assumed that the trading was 
mostly done by males. And the evidence of participation of women in trade and 
commerce was too easily put aside, as they were unimportant part of society, so 
history unwelcome their contribution. 
The study about the female contribution in history starts developing in 70's 
almost everywhere through the world. And this development in the women's history 
provided the supplementary component that causes the emergence of women's study 
in India. The works like Women in Mughal India of Rekha Mishra,^ and K.S. Lai's 
The Mughal Harem, are based on the story only. Such types of work do not have any 
interpretations or any type of critical analysis. Simply their domestic work or work 
done by female in royal household is described without any dissection being offered 
in these works. K.S. Lai work only focus that the domestic household work is the 
compulsory duty of female sex only and it fail to locate the political interests cutting 
across gender categories. 
The above discussed works usually represent those aspects where only women 
appear as individual with their activhies, the special chores assigned to them. There 
was no analysis held or any question asked about their less respected state in society, 
even after their hard labour. A single unit cannot constitute society alone and without 
comparative study we cannot judge the exact condition of the pre-defined individual. 
So we have to do the gender study for the examination of the prevailing condition of 
women in transitional India with the relative study of medieval India and pre-colonial 
India. Women were thought to be as inactive receptacles with their changing position 
or contemplating the state of world around them. From the various analyses, 
8. Rekha Mishra, Women in Mughal India, Allahabad, 1962 
9. K.S. Lai, The Mughal Harem, Delhi 1988 
historians got some consequences that were naturally followed as the position of 
women was then treated as indices of civilization. 
There is a scarcity of works which were using 'gender' as a category for 
analyses in Medieval India, but at this time various historians start using gender based 
framework, both in the case of Early Indian History'' and as well as Modem history.' 
There is also a paucity of sources related to women's work but the author of the 
available sources tried to make some analyses on the prevailing condition of different 
genders.'^ So we can say that the period of Medieval India gave a slow response to 
engage with gender as a category of analysis from the scholars with mastery over 
Persian. 
Involvement of women into history fundamentally was contributed by the 
scholars like Shireen Moosvi, George Kozlowiski, Rafat Bilgrami, Vijaya 
Ramaswamy, Kum Kum Roy, Kum Kum Sangri, I.H. Siddiqui, and Uma Chakrabarti 
etc. Among these scholars some focussed upon the socio-economic and political 
activities related to women.'"* And some pointed out social and institutional aspects 
10. A.S. Altekar has interpreted in this way. This has been quoted to from article of Uma 
Chakravarty, "Beyond the Altekarian Paradigm: Towards a new understanding of gender 
relation in early India", Social Scientist, 16 8 August, 1988. 
11. Uma Chakravarty, "Whatever happened to the Vedic Dasi: Orientalism, Nationalism and the 
script for the past", k. Sangari and S. Vaid, Recasting Women, Delhi, 1989; Conceptualizing 
Brahamanical Patriarchy in early India; Gender, Class, Caste and State", Economic and 
Political Weekly,2% 14 April, 1993; "The development of Sita Myth : A Case study of Women 
In myth and literature", Samya Shakti, July, 1983; K.K. Roy, Emergence of Monarchy in 
early India, Delhi, 1995. 
12. Leela Kasturi & Vina Mzumdar, ed.. Women in Indian Nationalism, Delhi, 1994; J 
Krishnamurti, ed.. Women in Colonial India; Essays on survival, work and state, Delhi, 1989; 
K.K. Sangri and S. Vaid, Recasting women; Essays on colonial history, Delhi, 1989. 
13. Francis Buchanan his detailed surveys of districts of lower Gangetic basin, prepared from 
1806 to 1812 and Montgomery Martin, ed., The History of Antiquities, Topography, and 
statistics of Eastern India, 3 Vol. London, 1838. 
14. Shireen Moosvi, People, Taxation and Trade in Mughal India, New Delhi, 2008; Rafat 
Bilgrami, "Women grantees of Mughal Empire", Proceedings of Indian History Congress 
(PIHC), 1986, "Property rights of Muslim Women in Mughal India, PIHC, 1987, George C. 
Kozlowski, "Muslim Women And the control of property in North India", J. Krishanmurthy, 
ed., op.cit.; I.H. Siddiqui, "Socio-Political role of women in the sultanate of Delhi", K. Pawar, 
ed.. Women in Indian History: Social, Economic, Political and the Cultural Perspectives, 
Patiala, 1996. 
such as state, kinship, family etc.'^ All the above mentioned scholars writings were 
marked as progressive and the treatment of details of social and economic processes 
were done with extreme care. But the disparate gender relations have not been 
questioned and the gender has not been able to take off for the medieval Indian 
period. The human beings as individuals and their experiences of different social 
processes seem to be quite sketchy. The above studies seem to be completely 
inattentive towards many things such as human experiences, mentalities and 
emotions.'^ 
In this dissertation, the labour done by women is emphasised but with the 
analytical study of gender relations and on gender as a structuring prescript of all 
human societies. Although she would be bring with most of the rights but the entire 
mechanism of obligations were organised in a way that would warrant her with 
anything consequential. Here in this organised system, women cannot be able to act as 
equal to men. The familial system organised in accordance of with strict patriarchal 
kinship. The relationship between both gender are likely to be good but in study or in 
society relationship of both types of human being seems to be studying the relations 
of relation of equality and in equality among different social group.'^ 
Here the aspect of labour has been taken as a main theme, so that we can see the 
extent of inequality. Various work has different for different sexes, with the 
capabilities the chores has been allotted to both men and women. However in some 
work participation of both the gender seems not to be clear. In some specific society 
15. Varsha Joshi, Polygamy and Purdah: Women and Society among Rajputs, Jaipur, 1995, K.K. 
Sangri, "Mirabai and spiritual Economy of Bhakti", Economic and Political Weekly, July, 
1990; Vljaya Ramaswmy, "Aspect of Women and Work in early South India", Indian 
Economic and Social History Review (lESHR), jan-March, 1989; F. Taft, "Royal Marriages In 
Rajasthan", Contribution to Indian Sociology, 1993 
16. Uma Chakaravarty, "Rescripting the past: Inserting Women Into History", Shivdasani 
Memorial Lecture, Lucknow, 2000, p 6. 
17 Nina Rao, "Women and household in Asia", Social Scientist, Vol. 18, No 6-7, 1990. 
or region female might be totally excluded from some industries but sometimes she 
might be isolated from some occupations, but her earning always remain less than 
men. We have also found that the participation of females in lucrative activities looks 
like very laborious with the greater difficulty than men. Very hard labour done by 
women and the fewer earnings is the aspects which trap our mind to think on these 
issues. It is the different aspect of female labour, which forms a significant part of 
total labour force that is to be analysed. 
This is assumed socially that females are inferior or less capable human beings, 
which take away their possession of having various opportunities of being equally 
productive. Historically also the division of labour forbid women from entering from 
high productivity work. However the partitioning of work according to gender is not 
fixed for all region and times. Social structure made our mind setup that domestic 
labour only supposed to be compatible with her natural attributes. But some analysis 
has done by Linda and Pingle. In which they said that "No longer does household 
work remain unnoticed- a natural, unchanging phenomenon unworthy of serious 
consideration.'^ 
Biological determinism seems to be a great factor which decides the difference 
between power and status of the men and women. The evidence without any proof or 
argimient says that women were seems to be biologically weak and gifted with the 
qualities and abilities of reproductive activities and household chores, as these would 
keep her both near the home and also close to children. But the worst thing is that the 
household labour done was not even given as the definition of 'work'. 
If we consider this biological determinism is the basic situation for inferior 
position of women in the society, then only those who were married and subjected to 
18. Linda & Pringle, ed., Defining Women- Social Institution of Gender Division Cambridge 
1992. 
demands of conceiving and nursing children should suffer the most. But the reality is 
that every female have to suffer from this remark of having biologically weak strength 
of body. There is a connection between motherhood and household, this statement 
cannot hold the situation optimistically. Only for domestic chores female could not 
remain separate from other kinds of activities. The relative differential states between 
these two aspects of motherhood and domesticity make weak the arguments that it is 
the functions of mothering that result as barrier in the progress of female gender. Here 
the motherhood is defined in a way that clears the difference between both sexes and 
also leads to sexual asymmetry. 
The feminists critically analyse the patriarchal system of society. In their 
opinion, the social structure and practices are most likely to trap the women in the 
name of domesticity and household and men act as authoritatively. Infact men have 
access to control over her labour and also on her naturally acquired tendency, i.e. over 
her productivity within and outside of the household. Not only this patriarchal system 
subordinate the women but also this type of hierarchization between the sexes on the 
basis of biology were transmitted to next generation as a skilful mechanism under 
conditions of ineffectualness and economic dependency.'^ 
The society is seen as an arrangement of order of social association between 
men, who creates consistency in relations, make it possible to command labour of 
women and maintain the original allocation of labour between the sexes. Patriarchy 
also gets differentiated between two types, public patriarchy and private patriarchy. 
The public patriarchy based on the sexuality which viewed as a bendable resource in 
front of the power of men to use it or act as serviceable. The later type of patriarchy 
was can be better applied in household, because this is the best place for the execution 
19. Gerda Lemer, Creation of Patriarchy, New York, 1986. 
of expropriation of women's labour. Although might be females were restricted, so 
that they should not become vulnerable in the public by controlling their basic access 
to productive resource, mobility and choices. 
The prominent tool which maintain the patriarchy is the occupational separation 
resulting in lower wages of women, due to the low earnings their economic 
dependence on men get increased. This is because society has classically assigned 
females different roles. Her choice has determined both by her economic resource 
position in the existing organisation of production as well as by her domestic 
responsibilities. The division of labour is eminently historical. The division of labour 
has nothing to do with biology or economy but is historically constructed and that 
labour is marked male and female on the basis of historically changeable interests and 
assumptions. The nature of labour performed by each of the sexes is of far less 
importance than the social relations in which it is carried out.^' 
The presence of gendered division of labour is not off course restricted to just 
one sphere, but it exists in almost all spheres. This study concentrates mainly on 
'labour' has done by women in relation to men. We can understand the social relation 
more importantly with the aspect of work, because the individuals can established 
much better social connection with help of this so called 'work'. If we come across 
the definition of work than we understand that it is nothing else but it is the 
application of mental or physical effort to a purpose.'^ ^ So the economic domain 
cannot be put in any parameters of work, because this domain generally equated with 
market work or paid work. So we cannot analyse economy with only the labour 
aspect. 
20. Nirmala Banerjee, "Analysing work under patriarchy", K.K. Sangari & U. Chakarvarty, ed., 
From Myths to Market: Essay on Gender, Shimla, 1999. 
21. Nirmala Banerjee, "Analysing work under patriarchy", K.K. Sangari & U. Chakarvarty, ed., 
From Myths to Market: Essay on Gender, Shimla, 1999. 
22. Shabdkosh: English Hindi dictionary and Translation 
Before the pre-colonial era or we can says that before pre-industrial era, there 
was no clear definition of different gendered tasks, sometimes overlap with each 
other's work. But there were strict ideas about their respective tasks within the 
specific community. A very important thing should be taken into consideration for 
classification of tasks was that the designation of appropriate activities for women 
was related to the place of work and ensured non-interaction with non-household 
members. Patriarchal authorities always tried to shape and supervise female labour 
with an influential manner, thus the women's work become very important category 
for monitoring unlike to that of men's both in internal and outside world.^^ 
We should start the domestic sector, we have household which considered as a 
fundamental unit of the society. Females' full participation seems to be very essential 
in the daily routine of domestic sector for the sustenance of life. The individuality of 
the people and all relations started proceeding towards to become gendered in its 
character from the system of household chores.^ "* Customarily, Indian Household 
consist of women doing certain jobs, these work have considered to be as pigeonholed 
duties, that it must be done by females only. These certain works are cooking food, 
bringing water and fiiel, looking after children and animals. These tasks does not even 
considered as work because it is her moral duty to support her family. And female 
gender also initialise it internally that it is their responsibility to remain in the 
household doing all labour related to it and suppose them inferior to men gender. 
Besides these universal tasks, typically women of ordinary class-cultivate and artisan 
family also drudged in the field or at household production unit. 
There are some limitations, that female have to remain inside the boundaries of 
household, but for lower class women the condition was not seems to be same, they 
23. Nirmala Baneijee, "Analysing work under patriarchy", K.K. Sangari & U. Chalcarvarty, ed., 
From Myths to Market: Essay on Gender, Shimla, 1999. 
24. K.K. Roy, ed., Women in early Indian societies, New Delhi, 1999, p-18. 
can move outside freely. This is the dictatorship maintained by males on female to put 
a heavy control on later ones, and to maintain this control the household women 
provided with 'DasV female servant or slaves. The main motive to describe above 
situation created by men is to analyse whether the inside quarters could exceptionally 
put restriction on women or not. 
The women of artisanal families or those who were related to ordinary 
cultivating not only did the housekeeping and child rearing but also contribute in 
assiduous labour related to family based production activities of cultivation and 
artisanship. In the rural areas, women usually do most of the agricultural tasks on both 
levels as small producer and subsistence household without getting any wages in their 
hands or other gainful activities remain continue without any barrier in the name of 
subsistence labour. Since little of this subsistence labour is assigned as 'work' in 
customary terms, it slips out soundlessly into the place of domestic labour either by 
default as non-work for unpaid labour or because of half commoditisation of rural 
societies, which blurs the line of production for house consumption and for market 
and also there is a problem in allocating the separate sphere both to domestic work 
and productive work in subsistence household geared I self-consumption.'^^ 
We have seen that an un-skilled labour has been allotted to the females, and this 
become the main reason which marked her labour as less important. The unskilled 
labours do not have any technicalities in it, so it is not valued as that of skilled labour. 
This is a pre-defined way to put females inferior and their labour was devalued. But 
on the other hand we see that the entire hard task in the field was given to women. 
The task like weeding and transplanting, which needs body breaking hard labour were 
25. K.K. Sangri, "The Amenities of Domestic Life", Social Scientist, Vol.21, 1993 
10 
termed as 'sex-explicit'. And in the case of textile manufacture also there was an 
exclusive job given to women; this job is known as spinning. 
Men devalued women's work and gave them unskilled tasks to remain busy in 
them, which needs hard labour. But we have some other interesting facts that both in 
the sectors of production, the process of ploughing and weaving are only in the hands 
of men with the few exceptions. The statement given for the above situation is that 
women were retained from doing the jobs like weaving and ploughing because they 
need energy. That was not so because the hard labour tasks were already assigned to 
them. The loom and the plough communicate the ownership and the control of means 
of production as well as signify the ultimate outgrowth. Thus the mere touch of 
women was not considered to be requisite. Or might be women were considered to 
be ritually impure and there by not allowed to touch things necessary for good yield. ^ 
The result derived from this is that the economic dictatorship was maintained by male 
gender. 
There are the other occupations also performed by the women like sundry 
profession and petty commerce. The women act as hawkers and sold milk products 
and vegetables, parched grain and carried water. A traveller survey India in 17'*' the 
involvement of women here was quite staggering. But the wages provided to the 
females who did work outside to the domestic arena were very low as compared to 
those of women. Many time for the same work she was getting subordinate payment. 
From the above situation, we can better envision her position through this 
discrimination. Her work only treated mere extension of her role as mother and wife 
but not treated as something being done by an individual. The spatial place which 
26. Leela Dube, "Seed and Earth: The symbolism of biological reproduction and sexual relations 
of production", LeeJa Dube et. al. Visibility and power: Essay on women in society and 
development, Oxford, 1996. 
27. Vijaya Ramaswamy, "Aspect of work in early south India", K.K. Roy, Emergence of 
Monarchy in early India, Delhi, 1995, p 155. 
11 
considered for most of the non-work was done was household; here much of her work 
was deployed. The insufficiency of market places and existence of wage and non-
wage labour together, make very difficult to channelize the women's work. 
Trade and commerce was not supposed to be the area where females can show 
their talent, because the mercantile activities depend upon the import and export of the 
goods and also with other economic factors. But we have found evidence that the 
women played an important role in mercantile activities. Family always supposed to 
be the fundamental unit for all types of profession household, production and in 
mercantile activities also, here it supposed to be a socio-economic unit, and by this, 
women necessarily become element of trading world. This is another face of society 
towards those women who seems to involve in trade and commerce, mainly those 
who were engaged in retail trade were not looked respectfully and Society treated 
them disdainfully. 
There are various performing arts and the artists supposed to be responsible for 
the making of culture. These artists mostly consisted of females, because females 
usually remain more successful in the stealing of sight. The performing arts or the 
entertainment work are not exactly the manual work, this activities is something 
different from labour done assiduously. In entertainment performer should know 
some skills of dancing and singing. In the public arena, women did earn their 
livelihood by participating in these types of activities. In the chapter we tried to 
examine that whether these activities being done ordinarily or were specialised. The 
specialised singer and dancer were more prominent, rather than those of ordinary 
ones. It is an assumption that despite of such crucial role of female entertainers in the 
society, which has been called as maintaining order in society, they were treated with 
contempt and derision. 
12 
From the elaborated discussion and the above expounding of various details 
related to women's labour might create a rough picture that females were remain a 
very important participant in almost all the fields. There was no area left in the field 
of labour where her were not present. But the question arises that inspite of all her 
contributions is she gets any social power to act effectively? Could she bargain for her 
position in the society? How the evaluation of labour and its division do takes place? 
How much labour was supposed to have been included within the household? Why 
women internalised the patriarchal system of society and her inferior position? 
The manager of the patriarchal system are very smart enough, they use women 
and her labour for their growth and profit without giving any credit to them. The use 
of women as 'labour' could not appear to devalued her from patriarchal mandate. The 
labour division most likely had sexual as well as symbolic dimensions together with 
economic terms; it would also have social support. The sexual division of labour is 
often identified only as the female remain in the home and males went outside for 
work and maintain domestic sphere. Men and women both do production but the gain 
was only enjoyed by males' unrivalled, and women also had the responsibility of 
reproduction i.e. household. This exposition visualise us that only household activity 
of women can only become visible, which does not even supposed to be as 'work', 
but the other activities remain invisible. The division between the domestic and public 
on economic activities cannot explain the imequal social mark of superiority attached 
to these activities. Here the private sector was comprises with house, family and it 
becomes the place natural conquest on women and the public sphere seems to spread 
the ideologies of universality and rationality. 
The differences between men and women can necessarily follow the definite 
consequences. Instead of asking that how the categories of male and female was 
13 
culturally gifted them their specific characters, and thus the difference between them 
was accepted without any solid support. There is more pliability in the system of 
patriarchy from the decided norms of the categories, females were used and her work 
was exploited, and it also does not have any problem if the exploitation was remain in 
the accordance with the institution of patriarchy. 
It is another thing that male use female 'labour' in accordance with their need. 
But if we talk about production women's work was marginalises and presented that 
there is no available place or they have no contribution in production. Usually the 
labour done in the family so the sexual division of labour should be the matter of 
rational choice as a part of their household strategies. The only thing we can derive is 
that in the matter of production, there was no division of public or private sphere but 
if we go towards domestic sector the hierarchies were maintained. Here they locate a 
spatial place for women, especially strictly maintained in high class household. This 
makes us understand the limitations put on the women by society. The spatial 
arrangements for women were created for the maintenance of social orders, it also 
made gender stratification. The private sphere mostly treated as feminine domain. 
Since there is no source available for IS'^ century in the field of women's 
labour, we have to use the sources and research paper of medieval India most 
probably of 16* and 17* centuries and in 19* century for pre-colonial India. This 
study described the ages of Indian history, has mainly used the English sources and 
translated work of Persians. The Persian sources like Tashrih-ul-Aqwam, Khair-nl-
Majalis, Ain-i-Akbari, Muntakhab-ut-tawarikh, Mirat-i-Ahmadi have been used for 
understanding the women's work, these contain the references of the women's labour. 
Besides these we have the other English sources for information, which has been 
collected from English officials as English factory Records, 13 Vols. And Letters 
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received by English east India Company from its servants, 6 Vols. This seems to be 
very useful in understanding the mercantile activities of women. We have collected 
most the information from the travelogues like the survey done by the Buchanan and 
Montgomery Martin and the other traveller W. Moorcroft also contribute in this 
dissertation. The other Translated travelogues are also there, some names are Thomas 
Roe, Bernier, Tavemier, Durate Barbosa and so on. 
The other important source of information had been the paintings of Mughal 
Rajasthan and Pahari School. In them the presentation of the rural scenes often 
captures glimpses of social life of ordinary men and women. 
15 
CHAPTER 1 
Women in Domestic Labour 
Atom is the smallest unit of chemical reaction; likewise human being is 
asmallest unit of the society and this society constitutes from various families.The 
family runs with help of two genders i.e. male and female. In other wordsin making a 
family both men and women played an important role and thisfamily refers as the 
primary unit of the society. So in society we need to studythe role of women because 
the role of male gender is noticed very well, butnot of female gender especially in the 
field of labour. 
The very first labour starts by the women were teaching their own children. 
Notexactly the subjects, but moral values and other daily life activities, because itis 
said somewhere that the first teacher ofthe child is the mother of that child. So we need 
to analyse the society in the different arena of labour given to theboth sexes. So 
keeping in mind these, this area become a latest area ofinvestigation to collect some 
evidences, for explaining the social division oflabour between two genders. The 
significance of the household as a crucial unit within which production distribution 
are organized and within which individuals are differentially socialised has acquired 
recognition and acceptance over last few decades. And thus the studies of the women 
social status with respect to their household works keep developing.^^ 
The domestic labour done by women requires certain kinds of work 
andassiduous labour, but this domestic labour does not considered as a work.Instead 
their labour termed as a part of 'nature' a natural activity, which theyhave to do. It is 
the responsibility of women to do domestic work in the house.This type of thinking is 
28. K.K.Roy, "Defining the Household: some aspect of prescription and practice in early India" 
&om Social Scientist,'Vol.-22,'tios. 1-2, January-February, New Delhi, 1994, pp. 3-17. 
popularized by conservative people of the society.According to them from the very 
first day, the men and w o^men put indifferent social arena of labour. The both gender 
suits to different types ofwork. The society gave men to have job that requires more 
technicalproficiency and ability to take decisions but the women are sensitive 
andemotional in nature, so they put in the category of having expressive job.So we 
can understand that any type of work given to the women is accordingto their 
biological system of body and hence the labour assign to femalegender, are those 
which does not require technicalities. We can also say thatdomestic household assign 
to women. Conservative approved the abovemention system as rightly socialised. 
However the Radical theorist viewed it aspatriarchy. 
Uptill now we have studied that the work done by women inside the house, 
issaid to be as domestic labour which usually does not termed as work, it wasnot 
supposed to have any relation with economic development. But we havevarious 
evidences of domestic free servants, and slaves, from which the poorwomen earn their 
livelihood, or can get the food and raiment in return ofservices. Infact the women not 
only did the domestic work but they used toco-operate men in 'men chore' and this is 
explained by the Christine L Williamthat so called women chore do not debarred 
herfrom sharing in non-domestic tasks with men.^ ^ Even after those work assigned to 
women,which are called 'women chore' are only those which can be compatible to 
her maternity. But now the work done by women in household and responsibility for 
childcare does not remain unnoticed as a natural phenomenon.'^'' 
29. Christine L William, ed.,Doing Women's Work- Men in Non-Traditional Occupations , Sage, 
Newbury Park, 1993,p-2 
30. Linda & Pringle, ed.,Defining Women- Social Institutionof Gender Division, Cambridge, 1992 
these types of are essential in producing socialised individuals and current future labourers. 
Henrietta L Moore in Feminism &Anthropology,Cambndge, 1988 has emphasis that "women 
subordinate position is due to her confinement to domestic sphere by ideologies of mothering, 
caring and nurturing". 
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As we all know that India is a village country and most of the families in India 
fully dependon agriculture for food production and also for the production of raw-
materials. This is well known fact that India was the manufacturer of cotton since 
ancient times. So the small handicraft industries were also remain dependant on 
agriculture through manufacture of handicrafts products for familial consumption and 
local demands were important characteristic features. 
Hence the proto-industrial society is a sort of unity of production, 
consumption and generative reproduction, which is characterized in a peasant 
household and family.''' The peasant's family itself become a professional unit in the 
agriculture and home industries, women played a very important role because she 
becomes an engine of growth in the family economy. The wife of the peasant gave 
birth to various children, who becomes the more and more hands for family income 
and she herself also used to contribute in the production. 
The ordinary woman used to do work in their own houses and for their own 
family consumption, but the poor women used to do work for their livelihood in 
return of cash and kind but both have to perform domestic labour with great varieties 
of subsistence activities like collecting ftiel, cooking food, serving meal, carrying 
water, rearing children, food transportation, tending cattle spinning cloth for home use 
and local demands etc.We have some information which evidenced the activities of 
the women. A Rajput women filling water from the well, either by throwing down the 
rope with pot and pulling it up is seemed in Waqiat-i- Mushtaqi?'^[See Plate 1] 
31. Hans Medick, "The Proto Industrial Family Economy", P. Kriedte et.al. Industrialisation 
Before Industrialisation-Rural Industries in the genesis of Capitalism, tr. 
BeateSchempp,Cambridge, 1981, pp.38-73 
32. Mohd. Sheikh Rizy Ullah, Waqiat-i-mushtaqi, tr. I.H. Siddiqui, Delhi, 1993, p.52. 
Hazamnama illustration of c. 1570 also depicts women at village well from S.P. Verma, India 
at work in sculpture and painting, souvenir of Indian History Congress, 1994, Plate V. 
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A very famous traveller's account of John Fryer tells us about the process of 
fetching of water for domestic needs.'' He also noticed the various household 
activities done by women from the sentence "The Indian wives dress their husbands' 
victuals, fetch water and grind their com with hand mill, when they sing, chat and 
merry".^'' The above line describes us the work done by women was operose in nature 
and all these work were done in a very cheerful manner. The women of Indian village 
were very much expert in carrying the pitcher one over the other on their head, and 
also balanced them very accurately which become an attractive matter for emperor 
Akbar describes in Ain-i-Akbari. 
In 16"' century in the year 1597 AD a man and woman shows at work in a 
country scene, the source is Anwar-i-Suhaili, here a man is standing at the top of the 
well and a women has a basket having something in it on her head [See Plate 2]. In 
one painting of 1570, it is shown that a woman fetching waterwith the help of rope 
tide on the mouth of the pitcher send it inside the well then pull it out. In another the 
women depicted as drawing water with the help of pulley set up on the wall (cl700) 
TO 
[See Plate 3] . And also some eighteenth century pictorial evidence throws light on 
the paintings that woman carrying filled pitchers [See Plate 4].We also found that 
man and woman collectively working in washing the cloth depicted in the paintings of 
33. John Fryer, A new account of East India and Persia being nine years travels, vol-2, 
London, 1912, p94 
34. Ibid, P. 118 
35. Abul FazI, Ain-i-Akbari vol. II, p. 228, as studied by prof ShireenMoosviin People Taxation 
and Trade inMughal India, New Delhi, 2008, page 139 
36. S.P. Verma, India at work in sculpture and paintings, as illustrated in Anwar-i-suhaili 
1597AD, AWgzrh, 1994,Plate VI. 
37. Basil Grey, ed., Rajput Paintings, faber gallery of oriental art, not define, Plate 2. 
38. Laurence Binyon, The Court Painters of the Grand Moguls; With Historical Introduction and 
notes by T.W. Arnold, London, 1921, Plate xvii; T.Falk and S.Digby, Paintings from Mughal 
India, London, not defined, Plate-26. 
39. L.Hajek and W.Forman, Miniature from the East London,n.d. Plates 46&47; E.Kuhnel, 
Miniatumalerilmlshamischen orient, Berlin 1923, p-147,Laurence Binyon, The Court 
Painters of the Grand Moguls; With Historicallntroduction and notes by T W. Arnold, 
London, 1921. 
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Anwar-i-Suhaili 1597 AD ''^[SeePlate 5]. The lines of Fryer "since the cleanliness is 
next in the esteem to Godliness in human society, I will conclude with their washers 
which are women as well as men".'*'We can understand that there was no specific 
division of labour in this field; however the work done was in combined state. The 
paintings informed us that women not only do domestic labour but she also equally 
contributes her work on fields. A woman sowing seed, walking directly behind the 
man driving the plough is depicted in a Mughal miniature of c 1610.''^ [See Plate 6] 
Women chores also include the feeding of cattle and making milk product as major 
components of their labour. A collection of Kangra paintings depicts a woman giving 
water to cow"*^  and oxen '^ ''[See Plate 7]. But there seems no exact division of labour 
about milking of cows, painting shows man and women'*^[See Plate 8] both 
performing this job of milking cow.''^  Other than this making of butter from milk was 
specially done by women. An evidence of woman milking cow and making butter 
could be found in Jain painting dated c.1500.'*^ An illustration given in Razmnama c. 
1585 also makes us understand he women's peculiar job of making butter and 
carrying milk and milking products'*^ [See Plate 9]. This is all domestic labour but 
sometimes this domestic labour helps the women for earning their livelihood, 
explained inKhair-ul-Majalis that woman earning her livelihood through her cow."^ ^ 
Not only this we came to know from Bucharman's survey that women carefully attend 
40. Amvar-i-Suhaili 1597A.D. Bharat kalaBhawan Varanasi, No 9069 f.l60 as illustrated in S.P. 
Verma, Plate -VI, op. cit. 
41. John Fryer, op. cit. p. 121 
42. T. Falk and S.Digby, Painting from Mughal /«J/a,Colnaghi, London, not defined, plate- 18 
43. M.S.Randhawa, Kangra Paintings of Bhagvtapurana.^Qyi Delhi, 1960, p.23 fig. 4. 
44. Ibid, p. 31, fig 8 
45. Pratipaditya Pal, Indian Paintings, Ahmedabad, 1993, p. 60 
46. Ibid, p. 61 
47. K.J.Khandevala, M Chandra, New Documents of Indian paintings - A reappraisal.Bomhay, 
1970, pi39 
48. A.K. Das, Dawn of Mughal painting, Bombay,1982, Plate. VII 
49. Qazi Hamid Qalandar ,ed., Khair-ul-Majalis: Discourses of sheikh NasiruddinChirag-i-Delh\, 
Urdu tr. M.Ahmad Ali, Delhi, not defined, p 147 
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every herd of cattle, because most of the fuel used in the house is constitutes from 
cow dung cakes. ^ "^  So now we can understand the exact situation of women in the 
field of domestic labour. She used to do almost all types of work for the management 
of household, but her talent, expertise, skills, experience and management all were 
ignored on the name of natural activities. 
The domestic labour, or the work done in household is performed by women 
within two categories first for their personal and family consumption, second to earn 
their livelihood in cash or in kind and make their life convenient. All the above 
defined work is done by women, but for the wealthy families, such poor creatures, 
men or women are known as either slaves or free domestic servants. Actually 
domestic servants and slaves are very different from each other but they used to do 
same work. The only difference is that the free domestic servants have their liberty 
but slaves are not. 
The wealthy families usually hired the women for various domestic activities 
such as mistress, wet nurse, slaves/servants and concubines which lighten the weight 
of manual work on family women.This is illustrated by the writings of keshavdas in 
his book Ramchandrika of chapter 13* , verse 27 and sources of 16"^  century, where he 
refers that afemale slave came to wake up the members of the house.^' Another 
th 
painting of 18 century of the year c.1740 shows two maid-servants, killing a snake 
as the operation was observed by one of their mistress. 
The Travellers account of Buchannan tells us that the wealthy families hired the 
women of lower order or poorer one who gain a livelihoodby carrying water; these 
were known as 'panibharin '(female water fillers). According to his sur\'ey we came 
to know that these poor creatures get two pyasas a month for each pot of water and 
50. Francis Buchanan, An account of district of Bihar and PatnainlSl l-12,DeM,l9S6, p 285 
51. D.R. Bhati, KeshavaurunkiRamchandrika, Delhi, 1964, p 344 
52. T.Fallc&M.Archer, Indian miniature in India office library, London,1981, p 137 Plate-10 
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about 13 or 14 pots of water she used to carry daily. But if the water was not far away 
then the earnings become half of before." Buchanan did a detailed survey of various 
cities of Eastern India, he says the allowance oi panibharin in were higher. If we 
compare the wages of different gender as a servant we find both the servant male and 
female get wages in cash, somewhere (Patna and Danpur) the higher and somewhere 
(Bhagalpur) equal,^^ along with some food and clothing.^^ 
Sometimes the domestic labour also includes the labour done by women on 
the fields although they were not direct field operations, but these tasks can be 
identify as field work, like besides cooking food for the men working on fields this 
seems that women used to carry food to the field. This can be best understand by an 
illustration given inAnwar-i'Suhaili Shows a women bringing food for her husband, 
who was busy in irrigating the fields.^^ Sometimes the old women rush upon the fields 
to assist in labour for their eammgs. 
We have found some unfortunate reason also because of which the women 
have to become domestic servant as the widows who do not have the way for their 
survival and choose to be as servant in return for food and shelter. ^ ^ The other types 
of slave come from prisoners of war and occasionally brought from South 
Africa.^"Thirdly v^hen,Dhanika wants to sell their servants for money. The national 
archives of India gave us ample information about the sale and purchase of slaves. 
53. Francis Buchanan, An account of district of Bihar and Patna inl811-12, Delhi, 1986,p 287 
54. Ibid. 
55. Ibid. 
56. M. Martin, The History, Antiquities, Topography and Statistics of Eastern India, the district of 
Bihar, Shahbad, Bhagalpur, Grouckoor, Dinajpur, Puraniya .Rangpoor, <fe 
/Issam, Delhi, 1976, pp. 426-7 
57. Anwar-i-Suhaili, Bharat Kala Bhawan, Varanasi, M.S.9069, f 61 with reference to the 
illustration given by prof Shireen Moosvi in her book, People Taxation Trade in Mughal 
India, page 137 
58. Francis Buchanan, An account of District ofPurnea 1809-10, Delhi, 1986, p 159 
59. Martin, Rangpoorreport, op. cit. pp 496-7. 
60. F. Bemier, Travels in Mogul Empire }650-68tr. A constable, New Delhi,1983, p.l35, see in 
Jahangir, Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, tr. A Roger, ed., H. Beveridge, New Delhi, 1978, Vol. I, p. 167, 
See also Linschoten, The Voyage of J.H. VanLinschoten to east Indies, ed., A.C. Bumell, 
Delhi, 1988, Vol. 1, p275 
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The document belongs to sale and purchase known as chithhi-i-barda- firoshi. One 
slave girl was sold for Rs-101(Alaingiri coins) in the year 1740 and another was sold 
for Rupees-151 written in one dastawez.^^ 
The Knowledge about the taxes (mashul) on slave transaction we get from, 
chithhi-i-muafti document no 2382/21 in the same year and 2382/22 in the year 
1754.^ ^It was found from the information that the slave did much work then hired 
servants and were better fed.^ '^ But some work seems to be exclusively done by a 
woman that is the beating of rice. Mohmmadshadiabadi's dictionary Mifta-ul-Fuzula 
describes the word 'okhW (Pestle and mortar), it shows women working with it. 
From the early 19* century also we get reference that cleaning of rice was entirely 
performed by women. This is explained that the cleaning of rice was done by three 
processes firstly by dhengli (a wooden foot worked hammer), secondly by beating it 
from hand in okhli and thirdly by boiling and all the labour falls on slave women or 
poor one.^ ^ 
The women slave used to do the various works as sweeping the floor, 
grinding, cutting and smearing the flour, milking cow, fetching water and 
otheragricultural work also. The women slave also acts as spy.^ ^ And some instance 
of women slaves given in dowry were also admitted by Badaiuni.^^Thus we can say 
that the household labour done by slave women was versatile in nature. 
61. National Archives Document no 2382/33, 2382/11 with reference to the study of Karuna 
Sharma's Women and Gender division of Labour 1200-1800, Unpublished thesis, A.M.U. 
Aligarh p27 
62. Based on the Studies of unpublished thesisKaruna Sharma'sfFo/Me« and genderdivision of 
labour 1200-1800, National archives documents, p. 27 
63. Francis Buchanan, An account of district ofPurnea, Delhi,1976, p. 164 
64. Based on ShireenMoosvi's studies of Mifta-ul-Fuzula in her book. People Taxation and trade 
in Mughal India p. 137 
65. M. Martm, ed.,Eastern India Vol. II, p 822 
66. Abdul QadirBadaiuni, Muntakhabu-t-tawarikh, ed. AH Mohmmad&W.N.Lees, Calcutta, 
1864, p. 390. 
67. Ibid, p. 341 
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The domestic labour in household was same for household women and for 
slave women. The only thing is that the female slave only lightens the burden of 
household women. But apart from this relation, there is a relationship of jealousy 
among them because most of the female slave used to enjoy the sexual intimacy of 
male head. The female who want to be murid(Discip\e) of Sheikh NasiruddinChirag 
came to be known from him that the easiest way to become his disciple is to behave 
well with his slaves. 
The system of concubineage was also seems to be as legal among Islamic 
world. These institutions put the master and slave in some unnatural bond of social 
integration and close contact; here not only the slave but also their off-springs assure 
their loyalty to the master. In the year 1784 the document of National archives 
informed us that sale and purchase of concubine was exempted from cesses 
mashul.^^BecausQ of the sexual intimacy of male head, we find there are various 
instances of jealousy between the women of the master's family and concubine. For 
this type of jealous relation between, we find some another reason also that is if the 
concubine gave birth to son, than he can raise her status. Infact there remains the 
competition between various slaves also; to gain the favour of male head we find the 
different types of evidences of intrigue and jealousies.^" Martin observed that if the 
female servant was good in nature she mostly takes a place of concubine.^' So his also 
increase the rate of jealousy. 
The profession of wet nurse or midwifery is very crucial in the life of women, 
that's why this profession was apparently seems to be an acquisition of females. The 
midwife gave their service to the women who were going to get delivered and thus 
68. Khair-ul-Majalis, op.cit, pl39 
69. Illustrated on the basis of Karuna Sharma's studies of National Archives documents P.29 
70. S.S.Shekhawat, "RajasthaniRanivasankepatr" from shodhpatrika vol. 21 Oct.- Dec 1970 pp 
66-71. 
71. M. Martin , Rangpoor /-epor/, op.cit., pp. 496-97 
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this job was preferably done by the lower caste women.^^ It is considered to be 
polluting task. The earnings from this job cannot become sufficient for the doers, but 
it was done as the social work. The very poor women and low caste women used to do 
this, but for thisthey also need some skills related to medical knowledge, because they 
used to cut the umbilical cord.^ ^ The women doing this job of wet nurse were painted 
in Mughal Paintings which depicted the birth of Emperor Akbar^ "* and his son7^ In an 
others painting of 18* century in which the birth of Lord Krishna was shown^^[See 
Plate 10] At the time when a woman suffered from the phase of giving birth to a child 
at that moment the midwife not only perform her job but she also used to support the 
patient emotionally and psychologically, that someone is there to handle the situation 
and this is illustrated by Margret Stephens that the relationship is not just 
mechanical. 
Somewhat similar of wet nurse is also a copyright of women. In this the 
women use to nurse the children even if she was not the mother of the nursing child 
and these wet nurses are called Dhays. Lacting women used to sell their milk to 
wealthier ones. This is happened with most of the family women, that they need wet 
nurse for lacting their children; it seems to be esteem among rich and lazy ones.^^ But 
in the middle class family the need of the wet nurse arises only when the mother is 
suffering from any communicable disease, due to which she cannot able to feed her 
children. 
72. F. Buchanan, Purnea report, p256. R.V. Russell, The Tribes and caste for central 
provinces.D^M, 1975, pp. 212, 406-7 
73. M. Martin, ed.. Eastern India, Vol.-II, p. 106 
74. Rumper Godden, Guldadan: Potrait of a rose princess at the Mughal court, New York, 1981, 
p. 91 
75. GeetiSen, Paintings ofAkbar Nama-A Visual Chronicle of Mughal India.'New Delhi, 1984, 
76. W.G.Archer, Visions of Courtly India, London, 1976, Plate. 27 
77. Margret Stephens, " The child birth industry: A woman's view", L. Dube, al. visibility and 
power - Essays on women and society and development,Ox{ord, 1986, p.72 
78. Buchanan, Purnea report, op.cit p.256 
79. Roe& Fryer, ed.. Travels in India in I Jthcentury, Delhi, 1993, p.317 
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The children who were feed by these wet nurse were called them 'Dhay Ma'. These 
dhatris were respectable as 'ma' so there position were become valuable because of 
bond of love and care with the child. And if the wet nurse become Dhay ma of a child 
belongs to rich family or to the kings' child, she can easily use her position for 
settling the other members of the family and if the real mother was not there then she 
can acquire an authoritative level position. This can be best understand by the role 
played by the wet nurse of Emperor Akbar, MahamAnga, she was very much 
politically active in his lifetime and exercise enough authority. AbulFazl also calls her 
the 'cupola of chastity'.*° 
So we have seen that women used to do all the work assign to them as 
domestic household chores as cleaning the rice, grinding the flour, cooking food, 
serve it to her husband in house or at the agricultural field, spinning for home use, 
delivering a baby as more economic hands and feed them, feeding cattle also. So we 
understand that these wide variety of labour done by female gender only in domestic 
chore and women also contribute a part of labour with men. Female not only did their 
work in houses, but they also made their domestic labour as a way of earning for their 
livelihood. But still domestic labour does not count as a way of material well-being 
and economic development. Although there are not sufficient material on women's 
labour but some painting, traveller's account and other Mughal source in which the 
author knowingly or unknowingly depicted or describe women at work. This is 
mostly done by traveller's came to India while defining the society of Hindustan in 
different centuries so from these, we can conclude that in this society the rules and 
regulation and chores, all are made by the male gender. So women are allotted to 
acquire the job related to their maternity. But if we examine all the evidences from 
80. AbulFazl, Ain-i-Akbari, tr. Blochmann, ed., P. Phillot,Delhi,1977, Vol.-I, p. 69 
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which we found that, women are working in every sphere of labour. They are doing 
domestic labour, they are earning from domestic labour. They are doing work at field 
which is not paid well or work for their own family use. All these work need energy 
and masculine power. If we go through the argument that women are biologically 
week. But we can see that women are doing all the work which isbiologicallystrongest 
and also maternity does not make women week.Infact it is the strongest labour done, 
which men cannot do in whole of their life. 
Further the spatial location of women is confined inside quarters of the 
household, though for lower strata it was not so. The aristocratic\ upper household 
division of spaces was an appliance for portraying men's control. To maintain this, 
the household could be provided with servants/slaves and service of women like wet 
nurse, midwife. Thus an attempt made here to see whether the inside quarters could 
exceptionally put limitations on women or not. The gendered notion of work meant 
that women's work was always valued less and generally paid less. The peasants' 
housewife did not perform tasks subordinate those of men but participated equally in 
the process of agricultural production. However in order to ensure the availability of 
women's labour for household work, women education was generally discouraged. 
This is explained by Foster by saying that "women are debarred from use of letters. It 
is urged that the knowledge of literature would conclude to draw a women from 
household chores.^' 
81 G. Foster, A journey from Bengal to England through Northern parts of India, Kashmir, 
Afghanistan. Persia into Russia by Caspian sea, Delhi, 1997, Vol. II, p.59 
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CHAPTER- 2 
Women in production 
There are some sources in medieval India, which explains the role of female 
labour in production. But there is a scarcity of sources with respect to transitional 
period. We do not have the enough evidence to understand the situation of women's 
labour in 18"' century in transitional India. So we are going to understand the 
condition of female labourers from the near contemporary sources, in which the wide 
range of activities opened for women, so there role was very crucial. We have to 
study every aspect of female with respect to male labourers, because without this 
comparative study we carmot able to discover the exact position of women in 
production. 
In India we have two types of economies, rural economy and urban economy. 
Rural economy mainly constitutes from agriculture, while the urban economy 
includes manufacturers. Women provide their labour in both types of productive 
economy. In agriculture women comes under as a member of peasant family, 
therefore she had to did work, or give their help from beginning till the end. Same has 
happened in the field of manufacturing products. But all these productive works done 
by women get absorbs within the household activities, and considered as there help to 
family. Thus their productive role was not count in the economic unit. However in 
almost all areas of productive activity the involvement and participation of their 
labour was crucial. 
In agricultural economy, the family of a peasant and he himself appears 
universally as the basic entity, which used tillage field for farming, and also this was 
done by himself with the help of his family members. In this help the role of women 
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was very important; they used to do all the work comes under peasant households. 
They did animal husbandry, as well as they provide their labour for the cultivation in 
the fields. 
Firstly we should start fi-om domestic productive work done by the women, 
after than we would move on the field. The cleaning and grinding of grain was mainly 
done by women as illustrated in Mifta-ul-fuzula. It shows a woman turning a rotatory 
hand-mill with a single spindle.^^ We have other examples also like the words pestle 
and mortar was explained as'okhW and the woman has shown working with it in 
above described text.*^ This further illustrates that the cleaning of rice was the job 
importantly done by women [See Plate 11]. There is an instance given by Martin that, 
at harvest a woman had to work for whole day, than only she can bring 40-60 basket 
of ears each giving about 2 sersor 81b of grain. So now we understand that the 
cleaning and husking of grain which took place in household confined to women only. 
Although the cleaned rice was sell by farmer husband in the market or by merchants. 
So the initial labour done by women and the economic benefit was taken by males in 
their hands. But the work done is with the co-ordination of both male and female. 
The cooking of food can be understand as the work done by female as 
domestic labour. But this cooked food was supplied by women to her husband on the 
field, who was engaged in farming, is not exactly said as field operation performed by 
women, but can be better understand as a crucial need provided by women to men for 
his smooth working on field. This is shown in Anwar-i-Suhaili, a woman bring food 
82. MohmmadShadiabadi, Mifta-ul-Fuzula, British Museum and Library MS or 3299; Microfiche 
with C.A.S. in history Aligarh no 446, f.l 19a. 
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for her husband who was busy in irrigation. Thus we can say that minor work done 
by female help males a lot in their agricultural production. 
Now we should analyse the labour done by women on fields and how much 
they contributes in production and agriculture. Let's starts with the preparation of 
field for farming. Women were involved in tilling of fields. Buchanan in 1811-12 
informs us that in Bihar women earned some wages through sowing seeds, though this 
was for them a part time job in addition to spinning.^^ Several times female that is the 
wife of the servants or else the day labourers male or female provides their labour to 
farmer for wages.^' Buchanan gives us some details "A farmer with four ploughs were 
usually requires 6 men, 4 women, and 8 oxen constantly to transplant his rice from 
rice garden. He must also have some hired women". At the seedtime not only the 
hired women, but also the wives of the servants were also had to provide their 
labour.^^ 
From Buchanan survey, we can conclude that the farmer done the cultivation 
with the help of their families, and some hired servants of the both sexes. In 
agricultural activities, we can understand the women predominance from some 
indirect evidences. In Srinagar women cultivate while men were traders, information 
given us by Wessels (1603-1791).^ *^ Likewise women were principal labourer in the 
field, in the situation of drought and scarcity.^' So we can conclude that the land 
85. Amvar-i-Suhaili, Bharat Kala Bhawan, Varanasi, M.S. 9069, f 61, with reference to the 
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which does not suitable for agriculture, were made suitable by female from their hard 
labour on it, and thus women predominate. 
Buchanan in his Madras journey describes the whole process of farming in 
which it does appears that weeding was exclusively the women's job. It has been 
known from the evidences that after the seed were sown and weeds were springs up 
between the grains, at that time women and children were send to collect the 
unwanted grass and weeds. Other than weeding, transplanting was also dominated by 
women.^^ It is very tough and difficult task. Women had to stand about six inch in 
water, bending and moving backward as they transplant seedlings. Infact in present 
times also women are supposed to be the best, for the task of transplantation with 
fatiguing posture and movement require for this work. Evidence we get from early 
19"' century from Kashmir, in which the women was depicted as transplanting the 
paddy along with the man.''' And in another example the women is in the kitchen 
garden, hoeing the plot watered by man from a plot and thereby helping in 
irrigation.'^ 
We have found that women did all types of work involved in agriculture from 
sowing of seed to the harvesting of crop. But only ploughing is one thing which saves 
the labour of women. It is said that ploughing is very tiresome activity that is why this 
labour has not assign to women. Some interpretation says that for the sake of purity, 
women cannot use plough. But if it is said that ploughing involves hard labour, then 
we should also noticed the point that labour involve in the tools like sickle, basket and 
winnowing fans is much hard than ploughing because the above described work need 
92. F. Buchanan, A Journey from Madras, Delhi, 1988, Vol.-II, P-374. 
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internal energy as compared the ploughing depends upon the external source of 
energy. So this argument that ploughing did not give to women because it need tough 
labour is wrong. From the above discussion we understand that the monopoly of men 
on plough was simply to take full control on agricultural production. 
Beside these major jobs, some other sundry jobs related to agriculture have 
also performed by women. The job included feeding oil seeds or pieces of sugarcane 
in the press worked by men, cooking sugarcane juice for making jaggery etc. These 
all have little literary or visual evidences.^^We here are discussing about division of 
labour between two genders, and we usually found both gender working together in 
almost all fields. There are only one or two fields were there which has specific 
gendered division, in which number of job for female were more as exclusive jobs. 
But some sources like Tashrih-ul-Aqwam tells us the division of labour among 
women the basis of caste. It appears that women of common peasants invariably 
worked along with their men. Only the castes who claim higher status tend to keep 
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their women indoors. In some local song we get the reference, women of different 
caste group, did different work, and in song some women were praised out for their 
hard work and labour. Wife of Kurmi is very hard working. "Good is the caste of 
Kurmin with a hoe in her hand. She goes to the field and work with her husband.^^ 
We have also foimd that the participation of women in petty commerce was 
considerable, like grain parching was distinctly a women's industry.^^ Milk and its 
products were usually hawked by the v/omen. Making of cow-dung cakes is also 
assign to them. Green vegetable and fruit were also sold by the women of gardeners. 
Women also help their husband in making of bangle and also for its sale. And lastly 
96. ShireenMoosvi, People, Taxation and Trade, p. 140 
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the sailing offish was also done by women either door to door or in the market among 
the fisher folk.'°° The food grain like pulse and maize were parched by women for all 
people and they themselves receive a little grain from each. Buchanan tells us that 
women get two pyasas in patna per day but in other places they cannot even make two 
pyasas. In some places, some women purchase grain and parch it in their house and 
retail it in a shop."'^ We also got the reference of Kandu caste from shahbad report 
that in agriculture, shudra men cultivate and women alone parched the grain. And 
most of the time poor women were hired by those who retail provisions. 
In 1810 from Buchanan report, we came to know the division of pastoral caste 
in Bihar region is that the young men was farmers' the old and the children tended 
cattle and women sold milk and also the dung cakes which were used as fiiel. Both 
male and female of kunjara caste sold green vegetable. '* While the women of the 
gardeners' hawked fruits and green vegetables in the market and went from door to 
door, according to Tashrih-ul-Aqwam}'^^ Also mentions it that the same gardener 
caste female also sold flowers as depicted in 18"* century miniature from Awadh a 
female flower saler.'°^ Bangles were sold by bangle makers while visiting the houses 
and the streets and lanes with their women, who used to carry the basket of the 
bangle. Prof Moosvi describe this in her book after reading the Persian source 
Tashrih-ul-Aqwam that aroimd 1825 the practice of sale of bangle in streets and lane 
did by bangle maker with their female was present there in Haryana.'^'' In Bihar 
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108 Buchanan also gives us information about glass and lac-bangle makers. Women 
were also engaged in selling in selling of wines. *°^  
It seems that men and women did work in equal co-ordination of each other. 
Both were assiduous in their respective jobs, but then also women have to hold 
heavier burden of work in the domestic productive economy. They were also equally 
involved in the organisation of production, but then also then was no equality in the 
wages among the both gender. Women receive less for their labour as compared to 
men. Buchanan south journey provide us the various facts, about the difference of 
wages with regard to gender. At the time of transplantation of crop, a hired man 
received 2 Hanies of clean rice or annually 21.25 bushels, together with 1.5 re worth 
of cloth a pagoda in cash and a house where as a hired women got 1.5 rupees for cloth 
and 25"^  of man allowance of grain. And at the seed time and harvest, a man was 
paid about one-third to one-fourth, one-fifth of a fanam per day.'' ' This shows that 
women supposed to be inferior socially and economically, and also their labour was 
devalued and thus they received low wages. 
Now we should moves towards craft sector of production. Here also women 
participation was much widespread and in Mughal miniature also women were 
depicted as working in building industry as worker. From the very beginning the 
pottery was mainly the women's sector. This is illustrated by D.D. Kosambithat 
women made largest number pots in the rough state on the slow potter disc, which is 
never used by men. The rough pots are compacted and shaped by male potters."^ 
There is a vital role of women labour in building industry also. This is shown in 
various Mughal paintings of that period. Although women constitutes the major 
108. Ibid, Buchanan, Patna-Gaya report, Vol.-II, pp. 620-. 1 
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portion of building industry, but their work was only confined to some unskilled 
labour like pounding of bricks, sieving line, carrying mortar. In 1590 in the making of 
Akbar's capital city, FatehpurSikri, a woman is depicted as doing job likebreaking 
stones and old bricks by pounding to prepare rubble, preparing bitumen mortar-
1 1 - 1 
cement and staining and mixing the lime for the usage of surface walls [See Plate 
12]. In another painting of Akbar's time itself, when the construction of Agra fort was 
on the way, women are seen preparing lime mortar and carrying it in pan, held in hand 
over their head to masons. And from these, one has walk up on the slanted platform 
with the pan on her head."** In 1596 A.D. women are shovm carrying pan, filled with 
bitumen.''^[See Plate 13] 
The fact came to be knovra from Rajasthani inscription of around, 1596 A.D. 
that in a construction of step well the number of men employed is 171, whereas he 
number of women is 221.''^ The statement of Elphinstone explains us that only in 
India women were employed in such heavy burdened labour, outside India no women 
found in such types of work in building industries. He says, among the rudest of the 
tribes also, he has nowhere seen that employment of women in building industry as in 
India.''' 
Salt manufacture also evidenced the large involvement of female workers. In 
Sangam Literature these salt makers were knovm as Umanar. The wives of these 
Umanars seem to have been ''^playing an important role in manufacture and sale of 
salt. The process in which the female admit their labour, important in making and 
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marketing of salt is as follows: At the furnace for six month. One man, one woman 
and two boys/girls were usually employed.''^ Three men make charcoal and three 
women and one man collect and wash sand.'^ *' Further husbands were assisted by their 
wives in blowing bellows and dragging hot iron from frimace.'^' This is aprepatory 
process of salt and in this prepatory month, employer paid each man half and his wife 
gets quarter of a fanam a day.'^^ So in the preparation of salt although the labour was 
done mutually by both gender but then also women role was crucial. 
Similarly there is an another process in which the quicklime and burning of 
each klin take time about 250 days and the labour of men and women and a children 
requires 250 days, according to age and sex employed collect nodules. All the 
above discussion processes can be takes as the employment of family labour and thus 
the wages produce by them become the family wages. Each family can be earn about 
23/4 rs.a month and cultivate 4 or 5 bigas of land.'^ '^  Here the man worked with spade, 
and women carried earth/clay on her head. 
If we talk about the country or urban economy here too also the artisan's 
family was the basic unit of production. In the towns the textile manufacture is very 
important means of production. This textile industry was fully depended on cotton 
which is grown in the fields through agricultural process. The rural sector and urban 
sector seems different, but actually they are very similar. The line of demarcation 
between agriculture and manufacturing activities was not clear.'^^ Cotton is the world 
most important fibre which existed in India from the very beginning. There are five 
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stages of making textile from cotton: cultivating and Harvesting, Preparatory 
processes, spinning, weaving, finishing, and fabrics. The main steps in the production 
of cloth are producing the fibre after removing it from fields, the process of separation 
of fibre usually done by women. This is shown in Ajanta Frescos, a woman working 
with a roller and a board to obtain a separation.'^ ^[See Plate 14] 
In the painting of 18* century cotton-gin with warm gears shown carried by a 
woman '^ [^See Plate 15]. There is other evidence also, where women used to do 
separation from cotton seed. We can get this from conversation of Sheikh 
Nizamuddin and his mother, when she promised him to arrange Dastarand cleared the 
cotton, which she give to dresser.'^ ^ But there is another process of separation of 
seeds from fibre and that is hand beating, this is laborious process done by women 
evident by English Factors in 1660's. 
The step followed by separation of fibre from seeds is spirming. The process 
of spinning was prominently the women's job. Spirming evolved from twisting the 
fibres by hand, to using a drop spindle, for using spiiming wheel. Spindle or parts of 
them have been found in archaeological sites and may represent one of the first pieces 
of technology available. Spiiming was almost exclusively done by women by hand 
spindle or by wheel. In south the sangam literature also talks about spiimers and there 
they refer as Paruttipentukal.From the weavers caste the sudra saint ledaraDasimyya 
was known and his wife Duggli spun the thread which he wove into cloth.'''' In 
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another instance Amir Khusrav compared needle and the spindle to the young 
women's spear and arrow. 
We have enough written source and evidences from ancient to medieval India, 
likewise there are very important pictorial evidences mainly from 1?"' century which 
can convince us that women used to do spirming specifically. The paintings of 
Mughal painters and its fusion with Indian school, figured out a woman with spinning 
wheel with no handles dated I606.'" And during the reign of Jahangir a paintings 
shows three women working on spinning wheel in foreground 1617.'^'' Similarly there 
is an evidence of Shahjahan's reign in 1627-58 which shows a woman and a wheel 
with a half handle.'''^ In 17^ *^  century a sturdy village woman sitting in front of a 
spinning wheel with handles '^^[See Plate 16]. All these information satisfied us that 
women specifically did spinning not only as professional job, but along with their 
other domestic work, in leisure time women would spin for making garments. 
After this process of spinning the next come to as weaving. 
Arthashastraspeaks of weaving done by women in preparing warp and weft. A 
weaver brushing warp and a woman holding a bobbin asari was shown in Tanjor in 
is"' century.'^' Each loom requires one man and one woman, later was to wind and 
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assist in warping and dyeing.''*° A man and woman weave and warp seven pieces a 
month. Besides they wind monthly 2000 tasar cocoon which cost lOrs. Thus the 
weaver and his wife make annually by weaving 26/4rs and by weaving tasar 24rs and 
the total will be 50.25rs.*'*' 
Tie and die techniques were the other important methods of producing 
patterned fabrics, prof. Moosvi also describe it by studying 7* century source that 
women put pattern on cloth by the tie and die process.''*^ And like printing the tying 
work was not considered as the highly skilled job and is almost done by women.''*^ 
The various evidence of women's labour in rural sector as well as urban sector creates 
a true picture of female subordinate position. Females are put inferior socially and 
economically to males. Even after the female were performing job which needs much 
harder strength and energy for example transplantation which requires bending for 
hours. Beating of rice in okhliand in the same way povmding of bricks, these are not 
very easy tasks. The reason which defines the position of women culturally is that the 
female are physically weak. But the funny thing is that the physically weak women 
used to perform physically strong labour. So only thing which comes to our mind is 
that the culturally defined position of women only serves to perpetuate the gender 
hierarchy and place obstacle in the way of women's participation in skilled labour and 
better paid jobs. In building industry and in textile also women does not assign to 
skilled labour, because skilled labour have to pay better. And also the skilled labour 
can be performed, only after training and learning. But training and learning was not 
allowed to women because women only supposed to perform domestic duties and thus 
the chain arises due to which women remain inferior. VijayaRamaswamy explains 
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that women were not allowed to touch looms because of concept of purity.''*'' But 
truth is that looms symbolise male ownership as in the case with plough. The idea 
behind the control of means of production through the control of machine, e.g. loom 
etc., could be a way to ensure the dominance of male production and to appropriate 
women labour in the service of patriarchy. 
Here my topics analysis is on the condition of working women in transitional 
period. We do not have many sources to get exact information to examine the 
contemporary situation of transitional period but we can guess the situation by the 
study of its relative periods. Off course we cannot judge the condition of women 
along we, have to do the gender study to fulfil our aim. For all that has been said in 
the previous pages, we see the involvement of both sexes in both sectors (village as 
well as urban). If we critically look at the scenario, we come to find that she is more 
involved in work at village level. Since the household is production site, it involves 
the contribution of all family members. The deployment of women's labour was very 
crucial for sustenance and viability of household. Whatever she performs at field was 
collectively considered as a part of work, which is only an extension of helping their 
family. 
The feminists Heneritta Moore gave her interpretation that invisibility of 
women is compounded by organisational features of putting out system i.e. splitting 
up the production process where individual woman does not have any sense of overall 
production process.' ^ While her labour tapped for agriculture and other activities 
within peasants household and they have little or no control, over the productions 
generates through such activities. The men were supposed to be the natural wage 
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earners, because men's work was represents in a masculine domain and women work 
is often interpreted as extensions of their roles as wives and mothers, and thus labour 
were supposed to be secondary. 
Women's work was subsumed in the category of household work and even the 
wages they earn in the market were seen as part of family income, the household 
which is considered to be the domain of non-work, is the place where much of 
women's work was deployed. In this domain their work was systematically devalued 
and de-legitimised. The sexual division of labour cannot be understood in purely 
economic terms. It has sexual as well as symbolic dimensions. It is just not imposed 
on the people, but come out as part of social package in which it is presented as right, 
natural. There women's work is determined and constrained by the caste system for 
e.g. spirming being such an important industry comprise all women but different 
purposes. 
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CHAPTER 3 
Women in commercial activities 
The labour of the women not only served to the domestic and economic 
sectors, but the references of the various women's occupation is found in the 
conamercial sectors also. We have found some sources describing the women engaged 
in trade, controlling agricultural land and urban property. The autobiography of a 
petty merchant Banarasi Das is very much significant source which gave the way to 
women's world of trade. Women's labour played a vital role in different professional 
sector. Because in every sector the burden of labour wholly comes on the primary unit 
which is knovra as family and women is very indifferential part of family, that's why 
women's labour is very crucial in all types of sectors. 
The commercialisation of the commodity means, the commodity produced 
with the purpose of sale and purchase. And thus due to the production of surplus 
goods cause the evolvement of market places for the sale and purchase of goods. So 
we can also understand that the market most probably based on the people called 
consumers, because the commodity only have some meaning when their buyers are 
available in the market. So we have to discuss the proportion of consumers, and in 
this way, we have found various female consumer in large category. Therefore 
consumer's is also supposed to be a part of commercial art. We have find out that 
women's are the great consumer of cotton, because they used to wear cotton cloth and 
also silk. The region of Bengal and eastern provinces had designed the clothing of the 
Gujarat women (Hindu) such as orhnis or other women's head coverings, which were 
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very finely and ingeniously carved out v^th gold thread.^''^ Similarly the utensils like 
copper pots, dishesand other articles such as basins were used by women in the 
houses probably for their standard, quality and values/'*^ 
In the product of jewelleries, the female are supposed to be the greatest 
consumers. The gold and silver jewellery, stones in the ear rings, Bangles, Necklaces, 
Nose ornament, bracelets of hand (wear in the wrist), anklet (foot ornaments), these 
all were made by the craft industries in accordance with the taste of females and 
similarly the drugs and cosmetics were specially prepared for the women. It only the 
present time when the cosmetics of male are also came in the trend but before in 
medieval and transitional India the field of drugs and cosmetic were exclusively for 
women, and the jewelleries were also mostly consume by female. However males 
were also used to wearjewelleries but in limited manner. 
We can also say that the trade or the mercantile activities was the elite 
profession,'''* because we have seen the various women from royal harem to be 
involved in the commercial activities. The foreign overseas goods, which were 
imported was quite common in royal families and were also prepared with the interest 
of women of royal harem.''*' As in the tradition, the head is supposed to be the most 
sacred part of the body. Therefore hats of the head were imported preferably for the 
women of noble family.'^ "^ 
Not only the foreign products were remains popular in royal harem, but the internal 
products were also sailed in the ship for expanding overseas trade. So we are going to 
discuss the participation of women in internal trade. The most famous and important 
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phenomenon wasthe system of revenue. The royal women used their jagir for this 
purpose of revenue settlement. Nurjahan as a great tradeswomen collect a good level 
of income about 230,000 mahmudis by the way of toll from internal trade of Broach 
city.'^' Likewise there is another ^ag/r belongs to Nurjahan known as Toda, which 
brought her an income about 2 lakhs of rupees.'" Toda was situated about at 80 km 
southeast of Ajmer on medieval trade route from Surat to Agra. 
Royal women also constructed and maintained sarais, which are very 
important junctions, in the ways of trade route, for making place comfortable for 
traders.'^^ We have various evidences in the form of hukm and farmans. One of such 
hukm of Nurjahan illustrated that she recommend to take more convenient steps to 
attract the people specially merchants and traders to settled down at NurGunjKatra in 
QasbaSironj}^'^ All this shows us the keen interest of Nurjahan to expand trading 
activities. For the expansion of profit her officer at Sikandra, collected duties on all 
goods coming from East, before being sold in the market of main city Agra.'^^ Due to 
the tax collected on the goods on the supplies, the inhabitant of Agra were get their 
food, without this they cannot survive, because it had growing population.'^^ 
In the collection of revenues Jahanara also seems to be very optimistic in 
behaviour.'^^Princess Jahanara was so much influential personality that for the start 
and growth of trade and commerce her concern was very important and every person 
had to win the favour of member of court including Jahanara. There are various 
nishan issued by Jahanara and it was very important to won her favour illustrated in 
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the lines "to procure her nishan to assist us (tradesmen) therein".'^* In one nishan she 
acknowledges the receipt of musk.'^' She was adesirous type of women that's why we 
came to know that English people bribed her in the forms of oyles, nuttmeggs, cloves 
and mace.'^" We also find her complaining in one nishan about ice box not coming for 
her own house. She likes the ice box of Garhwal. The complaint was dated about 
(21/27 June 1678).'^' In another nishan she had instruct her officers to collect snow 
conscientiously for the due payment of labourers (23/28 June 1680).'^^ She had a 
profit from the revenue of Surat and in addition she collected about 3m of rupees from 
revenue told by Manucci. 
It seems that women do not bound to only manual labour and art but they did 
trading and most importantly, support and encourage trading by helping their 
husbands. BanarasiDas tells us about himself in his autobiography that once he lost 
his money and come back to his house, he was literally organised encouraged by his 
wife, who gave her money from her savings to restart his business afresh. His mother-
in-law also helps him monetarily and advises him to shift to Agra where his father-in-
law was well established merchant. We have another example also; one woman 
gave her money to her husband when he became fully bankrupt. The man uses his 
wife's money to save himself and his family.'^^ So fi-om Banarasi Das we came to 
know the participation of women in Trading, and the different ways through which 
the female assisted their family merchant firms. 
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This was earlier described that the commercial activities were also understand as elite 
profession. This is because the patronage for trade mostly came out from ruling 
families and noble classes in the way of prizes distributed by the king along with the 
ladies of harem and the wives of noble amirs to the tradesmen and tradeswomen. The 
fairs used to organise especially for the ladies of harem we have the text, in which the 
description of fairs were there, which makes understand that these types of fairs can 
easily fulfil the commercial motives. This also gave chance to the tradesmen and 
their wives to take active part in the sale of things according to the likes of harem 
women, and royal women also could get the chance to buy the things. So these types 
of fairs could increase the contact of inner world of harem with outer trading world. 
This is illustrated in the lines, "one day in the year, for the solace of kings women, all 
the tradesmen's wives enter the Mahal with somewhat to sale in manner of a faire."'^ 
It is discussed above that the fairs arranged inside the royal harem for ladies opened 
the way for the foreign trade. It increases the contact of harem with the European 
merchants by the sale and purchase of products. This made life imagined out of harem 
wall but within the domestic arena. The harem women can did trade for the fulfilment 
of domestic needs. Thus together, being the great consumer for many products. 
Women also participated in trade as peddlers, vendors and shopkeepers and more 
energetically in foreign and domestic trade. Even the women also act like middle 
women and brokerage. 
There are three important figures in the imperial harem, who were actively 
engaged in commercial activities. These are Maryam Zamani, Nurjahan, and 
Jahanara. Maryam Zamani, she was the mother of Emperor Jahangir. She had great 
interest in trade and commerce, and particularly in overseas trade. She had a ship 
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named Rahimi. It carried out the overseas trade with market of west Asia and Persian 
Gulf. She was very influential in her personality due to which it is said that the 
foreign power drives out from the place, "The great Mogul's mother was a great 
adventurer which cause the great Mogul to drive the Portuguese out of the place."' 
The significance of the ship owned by Maryam Zamani in the overseas commercial 
activities can be observed by the incident, when it was captured by Portuguese, and 
the demand of 30,000 rials was put forward for its release. This was also become 
most important cause to take the Portugal out of the place by Maryam because she 
was very ambitious lady in the field of overseas trade. 
The vendors who used to go to holy city of Mecca and the pilgrims going for 
hajj were used t carried over by the Rahimi ship and the Indian Commodity along the 
Indian belongings to the queen were also loaded on the ship. There was an incident 
which explains that the charge of the goods and commodities in bulk loaded on the 
ship Rahimi was paid by herself She invested her own capital in the sale and purchase 
of commodities. This can be better understood by various examples given below: 
"Captain Hawkins brought Indigo out of queen's hand, he factor having made price 
for it,"'^' "arranged by queen herself,"'^° or those acing under the protection.'''' 
If we talk about the overseas trade and the women involved in it, the most 
important name comes in our mind is of Nurjahan. She was the prominent name in the 
mercantile activity and also owned the ship. She had an extreme interest in the 
overseas trade and commerce and was very effective and practical merchant. She used 
to handle the situation with her practicality so she gave co-operation to the Portuguese 
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in return for her commercial security and profits. So from this type of good 
understanding many times, she makes profit from Indigo and embroided cloth. 
At the time of Nurjahan, there are two European countries involved in the 
trade with India. These are Portuguese and East India Company from England. 
Nurjahan co-operate with two European traders very well, and have very good 
relations with these two, upon which many of her business ventures were based. And 
for the security of her cartaz, her ship also pays charge to the Portuguese'^^. Similarly 
English Merchants also got many types of help from Nurjahan. She issued some 
concession to English and ordered that English were not bound to pay the road dues 
and transit tolls in 1627.'^'' She prefers to send her commodities in English ship rather 
than that of Indian Merchants and Portuguese. 
Thomas roe, who came to the Jahangir's court as the head of the English 
embassy, also adore the extreme interest of trading activities of Nurjahan. Thomas 
tells us that the Jahangir and Nurjahan opinion varied from each other. Jahangir's 
talks about the point of power but Nurjahan ask to see the ambassador's seal and want 
to keep it with her at least overnight.''^ She was the Nurjahan who determine the 
demand of the foreign goods and luxury items in the imperial court and also made 
possible the negotiation between English and Imperial court. Roe describes the 
Nurjahan and his Brother as "Nurjahan acted as solicitor and his brother and his 
brother acted as his broker."'^^ 
Due to the strong support and co-operation of Nurjahan to English, it made a 
very strong standing in the Indian trading. The hold of English began to be very 
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strong on Indian trade. So Thomas Roe praise Nurjahan repeatedly and emphasize her 
especial interest in trade and commerce and support of her in Mughal India. 
Nurjahan was so much passionate of overseas, that she does not hesitate to take any 
opportimity to expand the overseas commerce of Mughal India. On the basis of her 
behaviour of Nurjahan E.B. Findley called her as shrewd business women.'^ 
Thirdly we should discuss the personality of Jahanara Begum, because she 
was the another important lady who was involve in trade and commerce. We have 
enough evidence about her interest in commercial activities. She had played a vital 
role in trading operations and was the owner of several ships named as Sahibi and 
Ganjvwar}^'^ These women proved to be great business women, who used to the 
profit from her shipping in double manner. Firstly she wants to expand her profit from 
the overseas trade and secondly she used her ship for religious purposes also, take 
people and pilgrims, who want to go to hajj. There is an incidence which describes 
the dual interest taken from ships. In 1643, Jahanara ship carry pilgrims going for hajj 
with the loaded cargo of commodities worth rupees 10 to 15000, which had to be sold 
at Jeddah. From this forthcoming profit agents of Jahanara were going to buy 
horses.'*' 
Other than these, there are other business activities also in which women were 
engaged on the large scale. At that time women used to own urban properties and 
landed properties. On which they used to do business, this is called the business of 
insurance. We see that when one merchant went to Mecca, as the agent of another 
merchant. He left Surat basing her merchandise on his wife in the seventeenth 
century, but he died there. Then his widow claim for the right, to manage the affairs 
178. Ibid, Vol.-IV, pp. 11,310. 
179. E.B.Findley, Nurjahan: Empress of Mughal India.London, 1993, p 258. 
180. Blochet. supp. Pers. 482, Rotograph with seminar Library, History Dept., Aligarh, No-299 ff 
20b-21a,ff35b-36a. 
181. Foster, English Factories, op. cit. 1915, Vol.-IX, P-11 
49 
of her deceased husband.'*^ We have found another illustration that a khatri 
womensubhanu used her right in selling her village land in 1680. Similarly we have 
another instance of a Brahman women as well as Muslim women in the same region 
using her proprietors' village land.'*^ Mostly the royal women used to lend money in 
return of some property on mortgage. There is evidence in which nurse of Begum 
shahab had promised to take care of one nishan in whole affair.'^ '* Which suggest that 
the royal Rajput women were engaged in money lending. We have various 
evidences when we see the English merchants used to borrow the money from a 
''banyan women"}^^ The other borrowers were the traders and merchants of the same 
area chiefly. 
We have discuss about the women involve in the petty commerce in the 
previous chapter like most of the female were involve in making of milk and its 
product and also hawked them. From the book Khair-ul-Majalis we came to know 
1 on 
about women who used to earn her livelihood from cow, she was a widow women. 
The Rahim in his Nagarshobha talks about the Meena Bazar in which the females of 
several castes come for the purpose ofsale and purchase of goods. In the same way 
the James Skinner book which was most popularly knovm for the description of caste 
tells us that the profession of Bangle seller and flower and flower seller most probably 
specific for ladies. ^ ^^  
In medieval, the fairs in royal harem and the periodic religious fairs were most 
prominent for the trading activities. This seems to be a good source of exchange and 
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selling of commodities. The artisansand farmers disposed their product to these 
periodic fairs. The local market network of big cities was loosely linked to various 
other parts of the country. So we have an example of women selling bangle at 
fair,'^^another example is that of women travelled to different villages market 
carrying wares.'^' We also have visual and pictorial reference of women selling 
religious items to fairs.'^^ The other thing is the basket which women used to sell and 
get money in cash.'^^ If we relate women with itinerant trade, than we said that this 
activity is very lucrative and the female related to itinerant trade sold herbs in periodic 
fairs.'^ "* Another aspect of lucrative trade is the peddling system in which women used 
to go to different village carrying wares. Other than the pedalling trade women were 
used to sit on the shops and usually act as a seller of several of products. This is 
shown by Mirat-i-Ahmadi that women were act as shopkeeper and used to sell the 
commodities related to luxury and pleasure.''^ One instance illustrates the female as a 
shopkeeper measuring rice for the sale.'^^ Women used to go to market places for the 
sale of basket which she weaves by herself, this is a laborious task done by the 
197 
women. 
We have seen the women took part in laborious work within their family. Help 
their men in business and encourage them for re-start by handing over them their 
savings. The women of royal harem seem to engage in overseas trade in commercial 
activities. Other than this we have found women in petty commerce. We have 
evidence from Buchanan's Bihar-Patna report that "the women who retailed greens 
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and fish are considered as fi-ail".'^^ But the presence of women in the market was not 
seems to be good. Russell explains about the castes and tribes and he says that kunja, 
caste of green grocers were set on shops the better looking girls, it was because to 
attract the consumers.'^ ^Shahbad report of Buchanan also proved the above lines to be 
very true in which we find that for the sale of their commodities women exposed 
themselves in the market.^ '^' 
We see women involve in trade up till now. But this very interesting fact that 
women were seems to be the commodity of sale and purchase. Women were trade as 
slave from one country to another. We have seen that the slaves of the age group of 
16-20 years were in great demand, since they were most suitable for hard labour. 
Women slaves were also in demand for export. Infact the Indian traders and Muslim 
Merchants also took part in export of slaves to south-east Asia, particularly 
Batavia,Arakan, Moluccas, Banda, Java, Patani, Siam and Anboina and these were 
exported by Dutch and English. We have also found some evidences regarding the 
monopoly of slave trade also. This can be best explained by the Dutch factors 
monopolised the trade at Pulicate for example they buy up all the slaves, they can get 
men, women and children. 
So this makes us clear that women were the main source of labour almost in 
every field. We have their contribution, their sacrifice for family and husbands etc. 
But their labour was not seemed to be equal and respectable. We see some kind of 
patriarchal influence on the women's presence in the market and trade. We have 
discussed the evidence and source of medieval India and some pre-colonial India, 
198. Buchanan, Behar-Patna, op. cit. p-290. 
199. Russell, op.cit., Vol.-IV, P-52. 
200. F. Buchanan, An Account of district ofShahabad 1812-3, Delhi, 1986, p. 121 
201. Dutch Factories in India, P-121 
202. Ibid 
203. English Factories in India, 1622-23, p-119. 
52 
which automatically constructs the condition, situation and history of Transitional 
period of 1S"* century. Despite of such discouraging remarks that women works in 
household were only the natural behaviour and in production their role in labour was 
only supposed to provide help to her family, women continue to work, even today 
also they are working. 
Some says that women did trade for their self-interest, but the example of 
merchant of Banrasi Das clearly suggests some of the way through which women 
crucially assisted their family merchant firms. They provide capital when business 
ventured failed, natal kin connections to re-establish business and business and 
pragmatic advices. The level of the close relationship between family and commerce 
came to involve women in mercantile activities, as well, we have seen throughout 
how women helped in reshaping mercantile fortunes. From peddling to large-scale 
overseas trade, women were everywhere to be seen. Infact, many a time certain 
itinerant mercantile activities were women specific, as for example, bangle selling. 
Women's presence in the market was looked down upon but despite this, they 
continued to engage in these activities. 
We should understand that how the Indian economy gets developed from the 
expansion of overseas trade which was mostly done by the elite class women. In this 
chapter we can also conclude that the work done was not only confined to low class 
women, it was also seen in noble class females also. Inspite of the fact that females 
always have the option to remain in the house and lead the life of a princess doing 
household work and getting everything in their hands, then also they choose to help 
theirhusbands and other male family members almost in every fields, because women 
does not think themselves only just as mere extension of her husband's persons. And 
in the system of society also they should be look like an equally identical human 
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being, who can construct her own identity by working themselves, getting wages for 
their work and often sold or hawked wares and goods produced by them. But in 
actuality the scenario is different females even today does not treated equally, even 
after being a main component of the labour force. This is really praiseworthy for our 
Indian female; who did participated in trade and commerce inspite of such 
discouraging and even degrading approach of the society at large to their work. 
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C H A P T E R - 4 
Women as Entertainers 
Entertainers are the artists who were used to attract the attention of the 
spectators and present the mind blowing performing arts. These artists are the maker 
of the culture in the belonging areas. The most popular forms of entertairmient are the 
music and dance an in large number of entertainment activities women were involved. 
Though we carmot consider the entertainment activities as the labour related to 
economic production, but we can say that the women did cam their livelihood by 
practicing such types of activities. The women as entertainers were seem to be those 
practitioners, who were the maker of culture. No doubts in the entertainment activities 
males were involved but then also this entertainment was somewhere related to 
physical pleasure, due to which the role of female performers become prominent. We 
can classify the entertainers as musicians, singers, dancers, drumbeaters, participants 
of nautakis and off course the prostitutes. The classifications of these performers can 
also be done on the basics of the category; where they perform publically or privately. 
The performer of the royal harem can be call as the courtesans. The women who 
totally dedicated themselves to temples were called as devdasi in temple. The women 
performer who used to entertain people publically was supposed to be as low level 
common performers, who used to give pleasure to their customers. 
The materialistic reproduction is related to economic production; likewise 
entertainment is also very important for the symbolic reproduction of the society. The 
entertainment present is public sphere was supposed to be very crucial for the 
maintenance of the society and the social maintenance is comes under social work, so 
automatically the public sphere entertainment become a work or we can say that the 
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social work. So we should study the different category of the entertainers with respect 
to public and private family performer. Both the public and private sphere entertainers 
differ from each other in the two types of senses. Firstly according to their name the 
public sphere performances can be enjoyed by all people of the area but the private 
performers were ovmed by certain group of people or individual. Secondly public 
festivities enclose the participants with a strong community feeling. The public 
entertainer achieves the separate identity in society. This whole world the complex 
mixture of different society and culture which consists of various rituals, festivals, 
fairs in other celebration which need the publicly identical performers for the 
symbolic or metaphoric transformation of social reality. Thus the public entertainment 
is integrated to the process of social identification.^'^'' Since these performing arts were 
mostly presented by women, so their involvement was considered to be very 
significant. 
Mostly the feast and the festivals are the major event for the performance of 
rituals and with this the entertaining performances were also theft the sight to 
spectators. This makes the environment cheerful and something different from its 
daily life. In India Hinduism is the major religion and in this Vedic religion there is an 
abundance of festivals, so mostly the Hindu women and children were remain 
involved in the public entertainment. This is also informs us by Alberuni that women 
and children only celebrate most of the Hindu festivals.'^ "^ In Vedic religion on most 
of the festivals, there was a ritual of jatras and kirtan which become the great source 
of entertainment. These occasional kirtans on festivals were usually attended by 
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females more in number in comparison to males?"^ We have evidence from Muslim 
community procession of Muharram, in which the role of women is to be act as the 
spectator of tazziaz?'^^ We have various visual evidences from hook- swining festival, 
where we have a sight of intermixing of all people with each other and all types of 
activities were held there such as selling and buying of the products and for the 
enjoyment of people the entertainers were also there.'^ "^ 
In the above lines we have discussed about the merry making of all people, 
means involvement of both sexes with rituals on the occasion of festivals like the 
festival of 'Holi' celebrated by both the genders ^°^[See Plate 17].This is also 
supposed to be type of entertainment created by people by themselves. But now we 
should talk about the women specific sphere where only women used to enjoy among 
themselves without the presence of men. The festival like teez is supposed to be like 
this types of occasion on which women used to assembled at one place for enjoying 
the month of Savan (according to Hindu calendar) August, and also used to sit on 
swing. This is all given in a pictorial evidence which is termed as sravana - masa 
merry making.^'° Here we find the gathering of female gender only, so this can be 
regarded as gender exclusive.^" In accordance with the gender study, this festival 
seems like to upset the privileged position of males. 
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Nautanki is a type of entertainment in which scene were described by singing and 
dancing. Here in nautankis we saw the males were performing even the women's role, 
or else here the performer are only the males, which should evident us that the 
absence of female from public sphere nautankis makes us understand that the 
gendered intermixing was not supposed to be good on some social occasions. But 
contradictory to this we have public fairs and feast and also big public celebrations. 
From these most of the celebration were religious in nature and also a sort of 
collective ceremony, but were always composite in terms of their social composition. 
This is also cited by J.C. Oman that the person of both sexes used to attend the public 
fairs.^'^ But we have found something different in Awadh, something opposite from 
the prevailing culture that Nasiruddin Haider and his mother Badshah Begum 
patronised the theoretical performances of Parikhana by Wajid Ali Shah for making 
the female artist much better dancers and singers. 
This job of entertainers was acquired by the women of low class families, or 
by the slaves. The women of middle class or that of respectable family was supposed 
to be the bearer of the family dignity. Even now days also the condition of the women 
seems like to be same. The women from middle class families usually kept away from 
all these types of activities. They even had restriction to roam here and there at public 
places. This was done because it was supposed to be get polluted by the gaze of 
opposite sex. This was noticed by seventeenth century traveller Ovington, he said that 
male gaze was considered to be polluting for women.^ '"* Usually the dancers, singers 
and musician were those women, who were mostly conspicuous. The name of talented 
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musician was described by the source Mirat-i- Sikandri of that time. In fifteenth 
century this was seems that the kingdom of Gujarat appears as a great state expert in 
music, who could himself play any instrument and any sort of music.^'^ We came to 
know that in sixteenth century, there is an evidence of dancing girls, who were the 
expert of their performing arts?'^ Not only the girls, we also have got the evidence of 
male performers were spoken of in high terms?'^ In the reign of sultan Muzaffar II we 
got an evidence of a name of a female dancer, she is Bai Champa, she used to present 
flawless performance in poetry and dance. Talimkhana was described as a dancing 
hall by the writer of Waqiat-i- Mushtaqi for the better training of dancing arts. 
Dancing women were become very important part of the celebrations. Female 
performers used to perform in every religious ceremony and other festival celebration, 
without music and dance no ceremony were supposed to be completed. In the birth of 
prince Salim, shows women singers and musicians performing. We also have one 
visual reference, where the celebrated dancers from the Mandu dancing before 
Akbar.'^ ^^ We have other illustration in marriage scene in which royal entertainer were 
performing on drum, naqqars and the trumpets, and female were wearing typically 
Turkish costumes whirl with Janjiras in their hands.^ ^"' 
Among the entertainers there is a class of royal performers. Actually the 
performers does not make their categories by themselves, these are the audience or the 
215. Ibn Mohammad Sikandar, Mirat-i-Sikandri ed., S.C. Misra and M. L. Rehman, Baroda: 
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category of spectators that determine their rank, status, wealth and security. We have 
various classes of dancing girls of reported in sixteenth century accounts. These are 
Domis, Paturs, Kumachnis, Parishans and Lulis. In the court of sultan Bahadur of 
Gujarat, every above described classes of dancing girls, were present there in the 
bands of thousands.^ '^* For making the royal performer the young girls were trained by 
well-knovm reprobates and old procuress with beauty, manner, grace, bold bumnets, 
and shameless to sing melodious to strike rubab, to recite gazals and to play and 
chess.^ ^^ 
The royal performer were patronised by the royal court, this made the status of 
these people higher than other entertainers and there were also seems to be different 
from others, although we have found the different caste among the entertainers also. 
The caste of Lulis was known as the Muslim performers while that of paturs were 
Hindu entertainers. The class of Paturs emerged from the word paturbazi which 
meant for the skill of dancing, and hence the girl who know the art of dancing and 
used to practice it were got the name on the basis of their skills due to which it 
become the caste.^^^ In the rich court rich court of Badshah, these performing girls 
were become the expression of culture in return to their beauty, charm, dancing and 
singing skills. They were supposed to be the make of culture, this all because these 
entertainer sometimes have to become a slave or a concubine of Badshah and he can 
gift them to their friendly rulers or nobles. 
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The IS^'century source Muraqqa-i-Dilli had given a list of dancers, who were 
acquired a good skill of dancing in its chapter "Arbab-i-Tarab"?'^^ In this chapter this 
was also written that dancers were also used to compose good poems.^^^ These were 
trained to present themselves elegantly with better communication skills. They 
know how to do selected usage of words which proves to be much appealing. We 
came to know from Arbab-i-Tarab that Panna bai was thee disciple of Nemat khan, 
who taught her renderings of Khayyal and Gazal to be presented at royal court. The 
dancers usually provide good taste of entertainment, so usually they had good 
relations with nobles, so their letters of recommendation were generally favourably 
received. 
Despite of the fact that the royal courtesans were used to get a special 
treatment because of the position of the royal entertainers, but there was remaining 
some confiision in their social status as elite performers. We came to know by the 
sources that the free bom not only enjoyed the position of concubine, perhaps they 
can be acquired the position of wives by marriage. This can be understand by the 
story tells us by Badaiuni, a courtier Gosalah Banarasi have an affair with Fahisha, 
who probably was a courtesan at court. He was getting emotionally attached with 
Fahisha and also with one singing girl {Ahl-i-Tarab)P^ The courtier got died and the 
singing girl chooses to spend her life while sweeping at the tomb of her dead lover, 
who committed suicide in desperation at his failed attempt to imite with girl.^ "^* 
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Abul Fazl in his Ain-i-Akbari refers to various classes of musicians. Thus 
during the age of Mughals we have evidence of good numbers of singers and dancers. 
It is described that Hurkiah ladies played TalaP^ On the various occasion of birthday 
and festivities, these ladies used to sang Drupad Dhadi and Solah with Da/and Dhol. 
Abul Fazl also refers to one of the tradition of Gujarat and Malwa i.e. Sezdah and 
Tali. He further described that apart from this Hurkiah Class, there is another class of 
Kanjari, which was renamed by Emperor Akbar as Kanchanis ?^^ Pealsart describes 
us one more type of class of entertainer ladies these were Lullenees, Domenees, and 
237 
Hentisnis. 
We have large number of other pictorial evidence of music programmes for 
example during marriage ceremony a lady dancer was dancing, a female musician 
was playing Tabla and two other female musicians were playing manjira. On the 
other side Abul Fazl describes the entertainment held in night, which was known as 
Akhara (Wrestling between males) in which to entertain spectators. The female 
servant of royal household took their good looking trained dancers and singers to the 
nobles in the hope to get good numbers of employment.^^^ The demand of female 
dancers and entertainers were very high in the luxurious life of nobles. Abul Fazl had 
given the list of about thirty-six principal musicians of Akbar's court.^''" Even than 
none was the name of female in them. This sometimes made us realise that male 
gender always tries to secure their so-called privileged position in every respect. 
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Music and dance become the backbone of almost every occasion, that's why we have 
find out that the royal ladies were also admitted their presence as entertainers and 
made the entertainers group known as band of performers. In IS^'century Stephens 
Blake tells us that in Shahjahanabad, there was a personality known as Nur Bai who 
used to entertain Amirs, but apart from this she used to arrange special session for 
high ranking women of the Mughal court. '^*' Another illustration by Varsha Joshi 
informs us that each royal lady had her own Patakhana in which more than twenty 
people were accommodated?''^ Further we got the illustration from Manucci, who had 
talked about royal women musicians. According to him each lady had her own set of 
musicians and none was allowed to sing anywhere else.'^ '*^  From this singing and 
dancing not only males but also females used to enjoy the festivity celebrated. Infact 
musician dancing parties provided a pleasvire means of recreation to the ladies of 
royalties.^^''[See Plate 18] 
Mirasin were also the performers, who used to sing songs and did 
entertainment to elite families. These used to sing song in group in five or six which 
were called as folk songs. Mirasin sing song to the accompaniment of music played 
their spouses [See Plate 19]. These were supposed to have superior status as compared 
to the common class of entertainers.'^ ''^  Such types of groups used to do entertainment 
of elite class in evening. They were usually got between two or ten rupees for their 
performances.^''^ Apart from music, some other types of art of entertainment were 
there also, just like mimics. The Elites families also used to invite these people for 
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creating commodious environment. A pictorial evidence of the period 1760 shows a 
nawab watching a performance by mimics.^ '*^ Furthermore we got reference of 
another entertainer also and that was of Nats and Bazigarnis. Poet Rahim was 
describing all the women of different caste with their profession in Nagarshobha, 
which refers to the caste of both Natni and Bazigarni?^^ Likewise the same type of 
information we get from Peter Mundy, he also illustrates the profession of nats. 
The traveller Barbosa also comment while talking about Vijayanagar Empire that the 
women who used to March with army were about 5 to 6 thousand in numbers and 
these were musicians dancers and acrobats which were very smart and quick enough 
into the performances ^^ ^ [See Plate 20].We also have visual references of acrobats in 
second half of 1 S '^century (c. 1750) produced at the back cover of India at work.^^' 
Uptill now we have discussed about women who used to do their 
entertainment by themselves on festivals. Than we studied about the women used to 
entertain others publically as a common performer or privately of the royal 
courtesans. Now we are going to discuss Devdasi, a kind of entertainers who 
submitted themselves totally to temple and it's Deity. All the things done by the 
devdasi means the socio-religious activity performed by the dedicated girl to temple, 
was always supposed to be overall ideology of Bhakti. And these activities related to 
society and religion cannot be viewed in isolation from general economic/historical 
development of that times. From the various Bhakti moments the fame of the 
sectarian cult were getting increased day by day. This result in the drastic increase in 
the number of girls dedicated to temples. In this profession the status of the girls was 
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remain good because she was related to spirituality. The temple building was 
establishing and proliferating because of the bhakti movement which also need the 
entrance of devdasi in the building. All this was happening, in accordance with the 
process of sub-infeudation. The temple girls had not only to perform the temple 
ideology.^" They were also have to be very much expert in the art of dancing and 
singing. They had a responsibility of whole temple because they exist as a single unit 
in temple under the charge of the masters. And hence the temple girl called the 
devdasi was become important element in the hierarchical groups of temple complex. 
When the girl becomes devdasi, she had to perform some ceremonies. These were 
those ceremonies which confirm the dedication of the girls to deity of the local 
temple. This devdasi system was much popular in South India, so the ceremony of 
becoming devdasi was somewhat resembles with the upper caste Tamil marriage 
ceremony. But this system was not even herd in north India. The girl, who chooses 
this profession have to remain single or unmarried status was legal in customary 
terms.^ ^^ They have to remain separate from her non-dedicated sisters. But we came 
to know about some another fact also that, these girls were not prevented from living 
normal life involving economic activities and child bearings.^ '^* Since these dedicated 
girls were have independent source of income and a great deal of religious honour, so 
they were privileged of having family but outside the conventional domestic state. 
There was a conscious economic motivation which lies behind the temple 
dedication. In this profession the economic benefits were good and considerable and 
most importantly these women enjoyed full social honour. So the efficacy oi devdasi 
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as a women and dancer began to converge with the efficacy of temple as living centre 
of religious/social life in all its political/commercial and cultural aspects. Here a 
woman can maintain family but outside of its domestic arena, and this was used to 
happened because of their dedicated status, which made it a symbol of social prestige 
and privileged to maintain her mother. There was a great internal pressure to perform 
ceremony among the household members because in all this process of rituals there 
had the internal mechanism of compethion which reflects the self-interest of family 
against outsiders. Here the minor status of girl ensured the upholding of hereditary 
rights by her service and land benefits in a given temple. 
Alberuni points out that the kings made devdasi an attraction for their cities, a 
bait of pleasure for their subjects, for no other but financial reasons. By revenue 
which they derive from the business both as fines and the taxes, they want to recover 
the expenses which their treasury has spent on army. Payment of devdasi was done 
by their by their assign share in land, the revenue from specified taxes or Kani i.e. 
land holdings rights in the temple land. We have inscriptional evidence given by 
Kanaklatha Mukund from IS^'century that they had property Independent of temples. 
Evidence to property owned, sold and bought by the tevertiyal.'^ ^^ Here we have also 
seen that their rights were unquestionable. Actually the privileged land can only be 
used till devdasi remains the active member of temple. So women can become a best 
possible way to retain the property. She was the one who was primary source of both 
earned and ancestral property. Consequently linked to the fact for the clear desire to 
keep economic backbone of household strong, women were made prominent in this 
system of devdasi. So the property transmission within the household recognised the 
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joint and the inalienable nature of privileged land use. All these things made men to 
go out to make their livelihood but women were restricted in the name of primary 
source of both earned and ancestral property. 
It was said for the devdasi that they were socially high level performer. They 
used to perform rituals of the temple and some timed they were used to go to the 
spiritual family functions. When these were entering in secular society, they become 
Nityasumangali and improve their artistic skills. These sumangalis used to perform in 
ordinary home the ceremonies related to welcoming bridegrooms' songs of fertility at 
marriage but in big houses of localities were performed by the devdasi. These were 
welcomed on all good occasions at rich men's place. Arab traveller, Zeid-al-Hasan 
(867AD) mentions that "she was a prostitute at a certain rate and delivers her gains 
into the hands of idol's priest to be used by him, for the use and support of temple". 
Devdasi strict professionalism made her adjunct to conservative domestic society, not 
its ravages. Kautilya had already called him as Vesyas. We can also got an 
illustration from Forbes that they were not consider in the character of vestal origins 
in ancient Rome, or those of who we read among the Peruvians. This was also 
explains that the dastva of devdasi was not persisted to God only, but to priestly order 
also. Saroj Gulati shows her opinion by explaining that, due to the proliferation of 
buildings along with their position Brahmans had newly acquired property and wealth 
and to save this they stopped going to prostitutes and separate class of prostitutes were 
provided to them. We can also say that this emerged class was like a slave, who 
does not have clear definition of their rights and duties. They served to advertise in a 
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perfectly open and public manner. Their availability for sexual liaisons with a proper 
patron and protector, Bina aggarwal that these were sexually inaccessible to all, but 
the chosen patron was upper caste, upper class, married Hindu males. 
Further we are going to discuss other types of profession, which entertain the 
people is that of Prostitutes. The profession of prostitutes related to entertainment 
along with the physical pleasure given by the professional to her customer. In this 
profession the sexual aspect of reproductive labour is detached from its procreative 
adjunct and subject to a network of commercial relations.^^^ Obviously for 
entertairmient these women should know the skills of dancing and singing, especially 
doing the charming activities to attract people. And accomplished courtesans were 
indicated by the term Ganika and the feudal society responsible for emergence of 
class of Ganika. 
This profession gave such a lucrative source of revenue that, state itself made 
a whole sets of arrangements. State appointed a special officer known as 
Ganikadhyaksha to regulate the profession of ganika or prostitutes. Her relations 
with the visitors were to be govemed by a strict code of conduct. A Darogha and a 
clerk were appointed for it who registered the name of visitor of prostitutes.'^ ^^ The 
separate quarters were assigned to them. The place where these people live was 
known as Shaitanpura means Devilsville. From the Akbar's reign we came to know 
that how these beautiful professional used to attract their customers from their power 
of beauty.^ ^* We have illustration about the Baz Bahadur's behave towards this 
profession. The greater part of the times of the Baz Bahadur was spent in the society 
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of prostitutes and dancing women in all kinds of vices. Their number had been 
quite significant, so much so that there was a thrust to remove them from Bazars of 
Ahmedabad city?^^ The travellers accoimt of account of Tavemier gives us the 
number of these people, is about 20,000 and he also tells us that these prostitutes also 
used to sold Tari and thus government drew profit in double manner, firstly from their 
own profession and secondly from the sale of Tari. The tax on the brothels was 
such that the 12000 policemen attached to officer for the smooth and perfect working 
of the city and had pay equal to 12000 fanams derived from proceeds of brothels. 
The 17*century traveller Manrique says that "They performed as recreation of 
Mahometan Barbarity".'^ '^  Even the Caravansarai, of which we hear a lot, were a site 
for this gainful profession and they paid tax to state for allowing then to continue with 
this.^ ^^  
The prostitution is such type of profession in which women could not be 
assimilated to the domestic realm of marriage and reproduction. Their job was only to 
entertain customers. And in the case of their absence or prostitute were not ready to 
go in fi:ont, then it became mandatory for the host to entertain the customers whether 
the host was willing or not. They were used for the entertairmient of travellers. The 
people who have their wives or spouses, and then also such person had contact with 
prostitutes were supposed to have bad character and it was also regarded as a crime to 
be inmate with a woman who was married. The prostitutes had their own world. They 
used to have a link with an overarching matriarchal culture while consciously 
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inverting or rejecting its values. Their lifestyle mostly turns opposite the hierarchies 
of caste and classes. It is quite obvious that hegemonic gender relations are 
exclusively perpetuated and sexuality itself constructed through the process of 
differential socialism of men and women.^ ^^  But still it is an expression of sexual 
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politics of operation and male dommation. 
Now we are going to discuss the role of courtesans. These are the 
professionals, who used to entertain her guests by her skills of singing and dancing 
and spreading charm of beauty. Their status were also equal to ganikas, but the 
difference in the prostitutes and courtesans is that, the later were maintained by the 
state and these were called as Rupajivas, who earn their livelihood by means of their 
97R 
beauty but also appear among attendants in the palace. The courtesans were expert 
in all arts like dancing and singing. They were educated and trained in music dance 
970 
and poetry etc. These were proficient in several arts and tries to attract their 
customer with different ways and activities. They were also very much expert in 
creating a relationship with a person higher in position and status. These artists used 
to do friendship with such persons as would "enable her to separate men from other 
95lft 
women and attached them to herself. And this is so-called friendship with suitable 
men made possible to acquire good amount of wealth, after due and full consideration 
in relationship. Ain called these types of lady as Samanya i.e. property of none and 
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are concerned only in money making?^' These courtesans usually lead a life of a wife 
not troubled with too many lovers, yet attain abundance of wealth. 
We can compared prostitutes and courtesans they both almost have same 
profession, to attract the people with their beauty and spread to spread their charm. 
Prostitutes were also called as Tawaif. The Tawaifv/evQ a part of larger establishment 
and this whole set of arrangement was controlled by chaudhrayan. We also have 
listened that the wealthy ^^^courtiers and the kings also had direct association by 
kothas run by chaudhrayan, for the bidding of virgin. The head received a fixed 
portion of earnings to maintain apartments to hire and to train dancing girls. The 
trained girls usually act as courtesans and prostitutes. The courtesans were usually 
have contacts with king and other courtiers, and also used to do manipulation of men 
TQ-5 
and means for their own social and political ends. Actually these were also known 
as the preserver of the society. They used to invite men having desire, so that the 
common women remain secure from any eve teasing or misbehaving etc. The modem 
feminist viewed the incidence of becoming prostitutes as related to miseries of their 
past lives, such as unhappy or abused life with husbands or in-laws or ostracism as 
widow. So it becomes a good source for getting fame, wealth and a supportive 
companionship of other women. 
Women's labour in the field of entertainment was had very crucial role and is 
supposed to be very important. We have seen that there was a social intermixing of 
courtesans, prostitutes and dancing girls. Probably this is because the profession of all 
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three categories is almost same, but we have to put in mind their defined position in 
the society. The main core of entertainment was in the hands of women in Medieval 
India and also informed by F. Buchanan in his survey in pre-colonial India. But the 
system of Patriarchy theft all the credit of labour has been done by women. We are 
seeing that here the prostitutes were supposed to be the preserver of the society, but 
then also they saw as characterless professionals. Likewise the other performing 
artists were thought to be the maker of culture of the society. But then also women's 
labour was not treated with the great respect. Even we all known that entertainment is 
very important need, due to which a person can feel better and this job of making 
harmonious people was done by women, while doing other responsible duties in the 
society. 
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CONCLUSION 
In this dissertation, we have tried to examine the situation of the women's 
work in 18* century. But unfortunately we do not have any source, which can expand 
our knowledge about the condition related to female labour. This is the main problem 
which have highlighted in this dissertation. The facts or evidences discussed in the 
work are either from medieval India or from Pre-Colonial India. So by seeing the 
condition of women's work in these two periods, we can approximately imagine the 
situation of the women in Transitional period. 
By analysing various facts and evidences we have find out that women 
contribution is immense in the labour. The historical knowledge can be best 
elaborated by inclusion of gender as a category for examination. Here we have put 
women's work as a main theme of this dissertation, so we have already discussed that 
that the biological parameters of different sex decide there sphere of work. Our 
studies reject the traditional efforts to define women's nature through just biological 
sex. The study shows us that the distinction between male and female construct social 
relation. The gendered experience is not just in relation to men but conditioned by 
social factors at large. 
We have taken the general idea of gender to examine the division of tasks 
amongst men and women, which has existed since long before. We get that the 
division between men and women is not only gendered, but the choices and also the 
rationality of female differs from that of men. Here society divide gender biologically 
and historically assign work both to men and women, and tried to emphasised that 
285. Here the period of Transition refers to be as the period of changes. When no rule was 
established here in India; Mughals were destroyed and British was not consolidated 
here. ISthcentury is the period facing such type of chaos that's why it is called 
Transitional India. 
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both were bom with their assigned work, which is totally a wrong description. 
Activities acquired through the concrete social interaction is only thing which decide 
the place of women in human social life and her work and productive activities does 
not taken as responsible factor to construct her place in society. 
From the various studies of medieval India and pre-colonial India it reveals 
that it was primarily the labour done by women and her pre-eminent role in domestic 
and private sphere is the main factors which maintained the organisation of family 
household. This study has strengthened this premise, and has argued that it was the 
women's work in household primarily that ensured the materialistic and symbolic 
reproduction of the society. 
A large number of activities are involved in household which is all performed 
by women. The work like cooking food, tending cattle, taking care of children is the 
natural activities from which the women were empowered from the day she was bom. 
It was not realised that her labour was essential to the social/economic viability to the 
place concemed. The pre-dominated societies of men fully seize the women's labour 
without giving them anything in return. 
The females from financially strong family usually performed little work, and 
female slaves and servants were assigned to perform household work. This shows us 
that women's work in the household was determined by the consideration of class and 
status. Due to the lack of concrete boundaries between private and public sphere, 
women used to contribute extremely important part in public sphere also. Our study 
brought out the diverse nature of work done by women in productive activities. The 
women of the peasant and artisanal families were had to take part in all productive 
activities, because they were from the lower class status. Women were co-partners of 
men in the agricultural production, and had to take participation in subsistence 
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activities. The household somewhere belonged between a continuum moving from a 
purely domestic sphere, through the subsistence to the purely market sphere. Thus we 
can say that household was not purely assigned to private sphere work but it also 
include large number of productive activities that are usually held over the public 
places. 
As the women is very important part of family household and family is the 
basic unit of the rural economy. The peasant household heavily depends on the family 
labour for cultivation therefore women contributed a lot in agricultural operations. 
They have to perform the most difficult task in agriculture that is the task of weeding 
and transplanting. In the task of transplanting, she had to remain in half bent posture 
for hours. Such type of hard work was given to females but the tasks which 
symbolises the productive ownership kept aloof from her. Handling over this main 
and final stage to women would deteriorate the basis of the patriarchal domination. 
This helps them easy to make inconspicuous the other dimensions of female labour in 
agricultural production and capturing women's labour without adequate entitlement. 
The economic sector, which mainly constituted from manufacturing processes 
also not, proves to be not gendered biased. In manufacturing spirming was exclusively 
the women's job. Women also seem to handle the job of weaving in some evidences, 
although it was not in regularity, but exceptions are there. The specificity is here, 
women were not allowed to touch loom, and it implies that the technological tools in 
themselves carried the gendered meaning. By the control of tools and instruments, 
men at large want to control the means of production. The labour of the women was 
controlled and its appropriation was done, so as to ensure the male dominance and 
maintained gendered hierarchy. And the difference between the wages also indicates 
that the women's labour being socially and economically devalued in relation to men. 
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It is these things that make women's labour more vulnerable. Low wages also proves 
to be a great hindrance in maintain her social status and her participation in skilled 
and better paid jobs. 
Women were actively involved in trade and commerce like men; this is mainly 
because there was a close relationship between family and commerce, as was in the 
field of agriculture. Women helped men in reshaping their destroyed business from 
their savings. The itinerant mercantile activities were mainly done by women like 
door to door selling of bangles. They were engaged in all areas of commercial 
activities, right from retail trade to loading goods overseas and owning ships of their 
own. From peddling to large -scale overseas trade, women were everywhere to be 
seen. But the women engaged in mercantile activities were not seen with respect 
because the women outside domestic sphere were not treated in good manner, but still 
they remain continue with their ambition. 
And lastly we take the issue of the activities related to entertainment, because 
it was not directly the productive activity but it is indirectly related to it. Sometimes 
women earn their livelihood by entertaining the other people, so in this way it seems 
to be productive for females. The entertainment done in public was supposed to be 
integrated with the processes of social identification. So women were the main 
component of maker of identity, and hence her involvement assumes considerable 
significance. 
Dancing and singing was main skills required to become an artist, these 
performers were trained and become highly specialised in their job of entertain 
people. They were also taught the use of letters; the dancing women were prepared to 
perform on festivities. Absence at the time of ceremonial celebration was seeing with 
discourtesy. 
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Prostitutes are supposed to be main source of entertainment, because they 
know the art charming activities. This profession was so much revenue attractive that 
even rulers made the especial arrangement for the maintenance of prostitute's world. 
This was said that the presence of the prostitutes was to restrict the expansion of evil 
or bad activities in the society, that's why their places were built outside from the 
ordinary people living places. Now from this we can understand that not even 
females' muscular work was appropriated but they were also used for the type of 
'work' like entertainment. So this patriarchal system use women's work in every zone 
for their benefit without even given them any respect to them or to their labour. 
So if we talk about transitional India the condition of the women was same, as 
that of was in medieval India and in Pre-colonial India, because this is the period 
between both of these. Nevertheless though the women's labour was immense, it was 
hierarchically treated as subordinate to men. In the deteriorating condition of 
women's labour the system of patriarchy does involve many other institutions like 
religion, caste, kin and family. We can say that even today also many things are not 
changed, the power of women's work always decide by the biological structure. The 
work done by women in domestic sphere is devalued even today. Even today also the 
male gaze was not supposed to be good for females. The question arises why people 
don't want to change their attitudes towards this gendered biasness? Why women 
have to suffer always, even after her so much contribution in the making of society 
and economy. In highlighting the significance of women's labour in historical 
perspective will help to understand and further examine their due place in history. 
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